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WELCOME 
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Immanuel 
you will find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and 
the quiet assurance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come 
worship with us again! 

 

 
TODAY’S FOCUS:  How do you feel when meeting someone important? Maybe it was a 
job interview with your potential future boss. Did you feel peaceful walking into that 
meeting? Or perhaps you were summoned, for a reason unknown to you, to come to 
the principal’s office at school? As you walked the hallway towards his door, were you at 
peace? When we come face-to-face with someone who can influence the direction of 
our lives that tends to be nerve-wracking, not peaceful. How nervous will you be, then, 
when you stand face-to-face with your God, who will determine where you spend 
eternity? 
God is much more than a boss or a principal. He is your Creator, the one who gave you 
life. And when he did, he intended you to use that life in a very specific way, one which 
would bring glory to him and beauty to this broken world. So, are you ready to meet 
him? 
Today, we see that God wants you to be at perfect peace when you stand before him. 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace…” the angels sang that first Christmas 
Eve. Through the work of Christ, sinners are at peace with a holy God. Even more, 
throughout history God’s messengers like John the Baptist proclaimed the gospel, so 
that God’s people could live in peace. God raises up a messenger to preach that gospel 
to you today. 
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FOR VISITORS 
 Friendship Register:  Please fill out the Friendship Register located at the end of 

each pew. 
 Cell Phones:  Out of respect for our Lord and your fellow worshipers, please silence 

your cell phone. 
 Restrooms:  The main restrooms are located in the Gathering Room near the 

coatrack. 
 Offering:  Please do not feel obligated to contribute when the offering plates are 

passed. We understand that you may want to know more about Immanuel’s 
ministry before you support it with your gifts. However, if you are moved to give, 
you are welcome to do so. 

 Information:  The media counter is located in the Gathering Room. Here you will 
find magazines, brochures, devotional booklets and children’s bulletins (printed on 
yellow paper). 

 Family Resource Center – The family resource center is located in the lower level of 
church. There are family devotion books, book bags for children and other resources 
available to borrow. 

 Contact:  Our pastor and principal are always happy to serve you. Please feel free to 
contact them (contact info on back page). 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                     Megan Markowski, piano 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
STAND 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  
 
M: When God created the world, he made the crown of his creation—the human race—

in his image. Perfect people lived in a perfect world in a perfect relationship with 
God. 

 
C: But mankind rebelled against God, bringing sin into the world and death to all. 

God declared the wages of sin to be death. We too are guilty, and we confess our 
sinful thoughts, words, and actions. 

 
M: However, God—who is Love—did not want to be separated from his children 

forever. He promised a Savior who would bear the punishment for sin, defeat the 
devil, and break the bonds of death. 
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ALL:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son. Jesus, our Savior, has paid the 

ransom for your debt; your sins are forgiven. In view of God’s mercy, today we light 
the peace candle. Jesus tells us, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not be 
afraid.” 

 
C: Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
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ALL: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M: In the peace of God we go to the world—to our friends, relatives, acquaintances and 

neighbors. We regard no one from a worldly point of view. If anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come. All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 

 
C: God has committed to us the ministry of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s 

ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. Jesus, who had 
no sin, became sin for us; in him we have become the righteousness of God.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M:   Let Us Pray. 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give 
us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this 
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

 

BE SEATED 
 

 
SENIOR CHOIR                               Come, Messiah 

 
 
 
 
     
 

 

THE WORD 
 

 
FIRST LESSON              Malachi 3:1-4  l  NIV 
 
“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord 
you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you 
desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming? 
Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s 
soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine 
them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in 
righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the 
LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. 
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PSALM 24A                       The King of Glory Comes 
 
The cantor sings the refrain. The congregation repeats it. The cantor sings the psalm 
verses. The congregation sings the remaining refrains and the Glory Be in bold print. 
 

 
 
The earth is the LORD’S, and every-/thing in it, 
     the world, and all who / live in it; 
for he founded it / on the seas 
     and established it on the / waters 
Who may ascend the mountain / of the LORD? 
     Who may stand in his / holy place? 
The one who has clean hands and a / pure heart, 
     they will receive blessing from God their / Savior. REFRAIN 
 
Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you / ancient doors, 
     that the King of glory / may come in. 
Who is this King of / glory? 
     The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in / battle. 
Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you / ancient doors, 
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     that the King of glory / may come in. 
Who is he, this King of / glory? 
     The LORD Almighty – he is the King of / glory. 
 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
     and to the Holy / Spirit, 
As it was in the be-/ginning, 
     is now, and will be forever. / Amen. REFRAIN 
 
 
SECOND LESSON                                                                                     Philippians 1:3-11 l NIV 
 
I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  
6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of 
you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and 
confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how I 
long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer: that your 
love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may 
be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,  
11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory  
and praise of God. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY                                     John 14:27  l  NIV 
 
M: Alleluia. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. Alleluia. 
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STAND 
 
 
GOSPEL                                                             Luke 3:1-6  l  NIV 
 
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, 
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the 
country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one 
calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  
5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads 
shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. 6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ” 
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After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
 

 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 16 (red hymnal)                                                        On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
      
                         
SERMON                                                  Luke 3:1-6 

 
A Heart Prepared for the Coming of Christ Jesus 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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OFFERING / WELS CONNECTION 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks 
to him.                           
 
 
STAND 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs.  
 

Brief silence 
 
M: Holy God, who prepared the way of our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, by the 

ministry of John, prepare our hearts by repentant faith for Christ’s glorious 
return, joyfully receiving the forgiveness of sins and serving You in willing 
obedience. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
M: Almighty God, we give thanks for the unity of faith that makes your Church one 

mystical Body of Christ and for the partnership in the gospel we share with 
fellow congregations in the earthly fellowship of our synod. Keep us steadfast in 
your Word of truth and the good news of life and salvation. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 

M: Almighty God, our King, whose eyes watch over the nations, we pray for those 
who rule and govern your people in this and every land. Make them faithful in 
their vocations as rulers and as your servants for justice. Grant your protection 
to those who serve in the military, and grant your Spirit to guide those who 
minister to them, proclaiming your Word of life and salvation. Lead each of us 
faithfully to serve you by fulfilling our daily vocations and duties in our homes, at 
work and school, in your Church and as citizens. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer.  
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M: Almighty God and Father, your Son revealed his love in his compassion toward 
the poor and the forgotten, the despised and the lowly. Look with mercy on 
those who have no work and cannot provide for themselves and their families. 
Let them find gainful employment so that they can rejoice over the fruits of their 
labor. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.  
 

M: Almighty God and Father, fill us with your Spirit that our love may abound more 
and more in knowledge and depth of insight, that discerning what is best we may 
be pure and blameless until the day of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Lord, in your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer.  
 

Special prayers and intercessions. 
 

M: Father, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
BE SEATED 
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STAND 
 
 
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 3:4-5 (red hymnal)                  Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates 

 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in And new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise For word and deed and grace! 
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Redeemer, come! I open wide My heart to you; here, Lord, abide! 
Oh, enter with your saving grace; Show me your kind and friendly face. 

Your Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame We offer to your name. 
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