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WELCOME 
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Immanuel 
you will find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and 
the quiet assurance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come 
worship with us again! 

 

 
TODAY’S FOCUS:  Today we remember why we are called Lutherans. Martin Luther 
(1483-1546) was a monk, a priest and a professor at a little university in Wittenberg, 
Germany. He lived in dark times. The Church of that day was not teaching the eternal 
gospel, the truth that we are saved by Jesus’ death and resurrection. Instead the people 
were told that they had to try their best to earn their way to heaven – or worse, that 
they had to buy their way to heaven. The truth of God’s Word was rejected and the 
traditions of men put in its place.  
 
That all began to change on October 31, 1517 when the little Wittenberg monk nailed 
his 95 Theses (statements for debate) on the door of the Castle Church. He stated that 
the Bible should be the only source of our teaching. On the basis of the Bible Luther 
showed that we are saved by God’s grace alone through faith in Jesus Christ alone. He 
translated the Bible into German, put it back in the hands of the people, and quite 
literally changed the world.  
 
We are here today not to celebrate a man. We’re here to celebrate the grace of God as 
revealed in the eternal gospel. We are here to celebrate the pure and simple teaching 
that Jesus Christ died and rose for me, so I will be in heaven forever. Period. Lord, help 
us to stand firm in this truth! 
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FOR VISITORS 
 Friendship Register:  Please fill out the Friendship Register located at the end of 

each pew. 
 Cell Phones:  Out of respect for our Lord and your fellow worshipers, please silence 

your cell phone. 
 Restrooms:  The main restrooms are located in the Gathering Room near the 

coatrack. 
 Offering:  Please do not feel obligated to contribute when the offering plates are 

passed. We understand that you may want to know more about Immanuel’s 
ministry before you support it with your gifts. However, if you are moved to give, 
you are welcome to do so. 

 Information:  The media counter is located in the Gathering Room. Here you will 
find magazines, brochures, devotional booklets and children’s bulletins (printed on 
announcement sheet). 

 Contact:  Our pastor and principal are always happy to serve you. Please feel free to 
contact them (contact info on announcement sheet). 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

WELCOME 
 
 
THE GATHERING 
 
 
STAND 
 
M: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
The congregation sings: 
 
C: All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem And crown him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown him Lord of all. 

 
Hail him, ye heirs of David’s line, Whom David Lord did call, 
The God incarnate, Man divine, And crown him Lord of all. 
The God incarnate, Man divine, And crown him Lord of all. 

 
M: Blessing and honor and glory and power be unto the One who sits on the throne. 
C: And to the Lamb, forever and ever. 
 
M: His blood sets us free to be the people of God. 
 
The congregation sings: 
 
C: Sinners whose love can ne’er forget The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread your trophies at his feet And crown him Lord of all. 
Go, spread your trophies at his feet And crown him Lord of all. 
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M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I 

have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words and my actions. I have not 
loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am 
distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them. 

 
M: Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. He said 

to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” Because of this 
promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. Be assured that you are a dear child of God 
and an heir of eternal life! 

 
The congregation sings: 
 
C: Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe On this terrestrial ball 

To him all majesty ascribe And crown him Lord of all. 
To him all majesty ascribe And crown him Lord of all. 

 
M: Fight the good fight of faith! 
C: For the Lord, the righteous Judge, has laid up for us a crown of life, 
 
M: For us, and for all who long for his appearing. 
 
The congregation sings: 
 
C: Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at his feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song And crown him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song And crown him Lord of all. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Let us pray. 
 

O Holy Spirit, you direct the Church in every age. Guide us in our generation to be 
bold in our witness to the Gospel and faithful and clear in our confession of the 
faith entrusted to us, freely and joyfully sharing the Good News of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, whom with you and the Father we worship, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                   Daniel 3:16-28| NIV 
 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not 
need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing 
furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your 
Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we 
will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 19 Then 
Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude 
toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual  
20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, 
wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into 
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the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that 
the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 24 Then King 
Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t 
there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your 
Majesty.” 25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then 
approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and 
royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their 
bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there 
was no smell of fire on them. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! 
They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their 
lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.  
 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                        Psalm 46 | p. 84 (red hymnal) 
 
M: God is our refuge and strength, 
C: an ever-present help in trouble. 
 
M: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
C: and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
 
M: though its waters roar and foam 
C: and the mountains quake with their surging. 
 
M: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
C: the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
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M: God is within her, she will not fall; 
C: God will help her at break of day. 
 
M: “Be still, and know that I am God; 
C: I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 

SECOND LESSON                                                    Revelation 14:6-7| NIV 

 
Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to 
those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a 
loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. 
Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SENIOR CHOIR                                                                                              Be Strong in the Lord 
 
 
STAND 
 
 

GOSPEL                                                           Mark 13:5-11| NIV  
 
Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in my name, 
claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, 
do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8 Nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various 
places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 9 “You must be on your 
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guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On 
account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10 And 
the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11 Whenever you are arrested and 
brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given 
you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 
 
M: The Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 200 (red hymnal)                                                               A Mighty Fortress is Our God 
 

The battle hymn of the Reformation is still a favorite among Lutherans. Based on 
Psalm 46, it is as rousing today as when Luther urged his friend Philip 
Melanchthon to sing it with him during times of sorrow and distress. 

 
 
SERMON                                                                                                             Revelations 14:6-7 
 

Thank God for the Gospel! 
I. It is good news 

II. It is for all people 
III. It gives eternal blessings 

 
 
STAND 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.  
  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy Christian Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks 
to him. 
 
 
STAND 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Brief silence 
 
M: Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, hear today our prayers for your whole Church. 

Deliver her from every error that would cloud the joy of your salvation. Preserve 
in her the proclamation of the eternal Gospel. Make it resound to every nation 
and tribe, people and language, that its mighty power might bring all to fear you 
and give you the glory. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
M: Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, hear today our prayers for all ministers of the 

Word. Help them to proclaim your Law in such a way that every excuse is 
stripped from the mouths of their hearers and all are held accountable to God. 
Help them to proclaim your Gospel, that they may know Jesus Christ as their sole 
righteousness before you, their only Savior from sin. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
M: Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, hear today our prayers for all who bear civic 

authority in our land. Bless our president and congress, our justices and 
magistrates, and all who serve. Protect them from the temptations that beset 
their offices, and impart to them wisdom and courage. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
M: Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, hear today our prayers for all who cry to You for 

healing in body or mind, heart or soul [especially …]. Have mercy upon each one. 
In your own time and way, grant them release from their afflictions. Sustain their 
confidence and hope in the full and final healing that awaits the day of our Lord’s 
appearing and the resurrection of the body. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
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 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
M: Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, your people have sheltered in you from age to 

age. Receive our thanks for all your servants who have departed this life in your 
fear and friendship. We especially thank you today for the great reformers of 
your Church who ever call us back to the Gospel and to the righteousness we 
have in Christ alone. Keep us in fellowship with them, and bring us at last by your 
truth to the heavenly home and the joy of seeing our Redeemer face to face. 
Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
M: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we join together to pray: 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 541 (red hymnal)                                                          Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER  
 
 
REMAIN SEATED 
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M: Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all 
temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church 
your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
VOCAL ENSEMBLE (Sunday)                                                                 Luther’s Morning Prayer 
 

I thank you, heavenly Father, 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

You kept me safely through the night, 
and brought me to the morning light. 

 
Be with me through this day, I pray, 
and keep me safe from Satan’s sway 

that all I think or do or say 
please only you, my Strength and Stay. 

 
Into your hands I now commend 
my body and soul until life’s end. 

Your angel keep me safe from harm 
until I rest in Jesus’ arm. Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be and abide with you all. 
C:    And also with you. Amen. 
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HYMN 203 (red hymnal)                                                Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
 

This hymn was written by Dr. Martin Luther in 1541 because of a grave and 
growing threat. Militant Islam was on the move. Seeking to conquer the West 
and force conversion, the armies of Islam conquered much of the Mediterranean 
world. They conquered right up to Vienna, the gateway to Europe. A service of 
prayer for the safety of Christendom was held in 1541, and Luther wrote this 
hymn for the boys choir. It is a prayer that God preserve his people regardless of 
the evil aims of this world. 

 
Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would seek to overthrow your Son 
And to destroy what he has done. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, your pow’r make known, 

For you are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend your Christendom that we 

May sing your praise eternally. 
 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth. 

Support us in our final strife, 
And lead us out of death to life. 
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