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WELCOME 
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Immanuel 
you will find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and 
the quiet assurance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come 
worship with us again! 

 

 
TODAY’S FOCUS:  The believer loves his neighbor. We have every reason to love him. 
We know what we were when God found us; we know the love and mercy he poured 
out on us. Christ, the compassion of God, has treated our spiritual wounds and paid for 
our healing with his own blood. As we have known his goodness, let us do good to all. As 
our Prayer of the Day reminds us: The word is planted in our hearts, and now we ask the 
Holy Spirit to bring forth such fruits of faith as loving our neighbor for the sake of Christ. 
 
 
FOR VISITORS 
 Friendship Register:  Please fill out the Friendship Register located at the end of 

each pew. 
 Cell Phones:  Out of respect for our Lord and your fellow worshipers, please silence 

your cell phone. 
 Restrooms:  The main restrooms are located in the Gathering Room near the 

coatrack. 
 Offering:  The gospel ministry of Immanuel is supported by the generosity and 

sacrificial giving of our members. You are our guest today, and may want to learn 
more about our ministry before giving a gift. When the offering plates are passed, 
please do not feel obligated to make a contribution. 

 Information:  The media counter is located in the Gathering Room. Here you will 
find magazines, brochures, devotional booklets and children’s bulletins (printed on 
yellow paper). 

 Contact:  Our pastor and principal are always happy to serve you. Please feel free to 
contact them (contact info on announcement sheet). 
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                                            ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 
HYMN 184 (red hymnal)                  O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
 
 
STAND (Responses are spoken) 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirt. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
OPENING DIALOGUE 
 
M: This is the day the Lord has made. 
C: We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
M: Heavenly Father, we praise you as the Giver of every good and perfect gift. Be 

gracious to us and bless us. 
C: May your ways be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. 
 
M: Lord Jesus, you are the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
C: Show us your ways, O Lord. Teach us your paths. Then we will walk in the light of 

life. 
 
M: Holy Spirit, you alone know the thoughts of God. Be our Counselor and guide us 

into all truth. 
C: Sanctify us through the gospel that we might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 
M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. 
 

I have not loved you with my whole heart. 
I have not loved others as myself. 
I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

 
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his holy life and innocent death. 
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection. 

 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 

Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE         All Glory Be to God Alone | CW 262:1, 4-5 
 

All glory be to God alone, Forevermore the highest one, 
Who did our sinful race befriend And grace and peace to us extend. 

Among mankind may his good will All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill. 
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You take the whole world’s sin away; Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
You take the whole world’s sin away; Oh, listen to the prayer we say. 

From God’s right hand, oh, send today Your mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 

You only are the Holy One; O’er all things you are Lord alone. 
O Jesus Christ, we glorify You and the Spirit, Lord most high; 
With him you evermore shall be One in the Father’s majesty. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy 

Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and 
love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE WORD 
 
 

FIRST LESSON                                          Ruth 1:1-19a | NIV 
 
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man from 
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the 
country of Moab. 2 The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the 
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names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, 
Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there. 3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, 
and she was left with her two sons. 4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah 
and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion 
also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband. 6 When Naomi 
heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food for 
them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With her 
two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the 
road that would take them back to the land of Judah. 8 Then Naomi said to her two 
daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the LORD show 
you kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me. 9 May the 
LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.” Then she 
kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go back with you 
to your people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come 
with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 
Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought 
there was still hope for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to 
sons— 13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? 
No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand has 
turned against me!” 14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going 
back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.” 16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me 
to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will 
stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, 
and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even 
death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go 
with her, she stopped urging her. 19 So the two women went on until they came to 
Bethlehem.  
 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY               Psalm 25, p. 74 (red hymnal) 
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SECOND LESSON                    Galatians 5:1, 13-25 | NIV 
 
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves 
be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
 

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is 
fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite 
and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 16 So I say, 
walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires 
what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in 
conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are 
led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, 
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, 
orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things 
there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY                          1 John 4:19 | NIV 
 
M: Alleluia. We love because he first loved us. Alleluia. 
C: Alleluia. Praise the Lord. 
 
 
STAND 
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GOSPEL                                Luke 10:25-37 | NIV 
 
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do 
you read it?” 27 He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’ ; and, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ ” 28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 29 
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 In 
reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denariiand 
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 36 “Which of these three do you 
think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in 
the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 456  (red hymnal)                                  Forth in Your Name, O Lord, I Go 
 
 
SERMON                                Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 

Stand Firm in Your Freedom 
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STAND 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
OFFERING / WELS CONNECTION 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks 
to him.      
 
 
STAND 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M: Almighty God, you have given us your Word so that we might know your ways and 

live in obedience to your commands. Deliver us from the evils we have done and  
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empower us by your forgiving love to live according to your commands and give 
glory to your holy name. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
M: Almighty God, you have shown us your mercy in your Son, Jesus Christ, who 

became our Good Samaritan to save us from sin and death. Give us such a 
compassionate heart that we may not be blind to the needs of others but show to 
all your mercy and love. Bind up our wounds, and send us forth to bind up the 
wounds of others with the healing balm of your Gospel. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
M: Almighty God, you have sent forth ministers in your name to proclaim your saving 

gospel and thus deliver the sinner from darkness into your Kingdom. Bless all 
called workers in their service to you, that they may be faithful in every 
responsibility placed upon them for our sake. Give us a willingness to hear the 
counsel of your Word to correct our errors and repent of our sins. Lord, in your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
M: Almighty God, deliver our nation from her enemies; bless all those elected and 

appointed to serve us in government; and protect all those in the armed forces, 
the police, firefighters and all emergency personnel. Make peace among the 
nations, and bring to nothing the plans of all who promote hate and violence. Lord, 
in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
M: Almighty God, by your mercy we are heirs of a great inheritance and stand in a 

long line of those who have loved you and have known the delight of your favor. 
Accept our thanksgiving for the faithful who have gone before us, and bring us at 
last with them all into your eternal presence at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb 
that knows no end. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
 Special prayers and intercessions. 
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M: Almighty God, you have been faithful to us, who deserve none of your mercies. 
Lead us to receive them with grateful hearts and to be faithful unto death, that we 
may receive the crown of everlasting life. Hear us in the name of Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord, through whom, with whom and in whom be all honor and glory, 
both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 459  (red hymnal)                                                  O God, My Faithful God 
 
 
STAND 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 

hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.  
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BLESSING 
 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 498  (red hymnal)                         Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire 
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