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15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just        
between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 
16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every 
matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 
17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to 
listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax    
collector (Matthew 18:15-17). 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

 You’re walking along the railroad tracks, earbuds in, music cranked.  You have no clue about the train 
bearing down on you, horn blasting.  A friend sees all this happening.  He screams your name.  He waves 
his arms frantically, but it’s no use.  Finally, he takes off at a dead sprint.  Seconds later he hits you hard, 
like a linebacker.  You both crash into the ditch on the other side of the tracks. You got the wind knocked 
out of you, a cut on your head is bleeding and it feels like a rib is broken.  Your friend is hurting too.  But 
you’re alive!  You get up and thank him for saving your life. 
 

 That’s a pretty good example of what it can be like when the church carries out the steps of church  
discipline.  Someone falls into a sin.  A Christian friend visits privately and expresses concern, perhaps a 
number of times, but the sinner refuses to repent.  So that friend brings along some witnesses, Christian 
people known and respected by the sinner, to “turn up the heat” and let him know this is a serious matter.  
Still he refuses.  It’s time to talk to the church:  the pastor, the elders and other leaders.  They get in touch 
with the one who is caught in sin.  They speak gentle but blunt words of warning.  They speak the Word of 
God.  Sadly, he refuses them and rejects their message.  It’s time to excommunicate.  
 

 Excommunication is not “kicking someone out” of church.  It’s a blunt, loving and final call to        
repentance.  You’ve yelled.  You’ve waved your arms.  It’s time to hit him hard.  Your goal is to save him 
from certain death.  You want him to repent – to turn from his sin and turn back to his Savior.  So the 
church announces to him that by his impenitence he has removed himself from the body of Christ and is 
outside of God’s grace.  The church pleads earnestly: Repent! 
 

 Carrying out such a drastic action is hard.  It’s sad.  But it is the church’s prayer that such sadness will 
later turn into joy because a lost and condemned sinner has repented.  As Jesus said, “There is rejoicing in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 

 God grant us all such repentant hearts.  And God grant us the courage as individual Christians and as 
the Church to lead others to repentance. 
 

           ~ Your servant in Christ, 
                   Pastor Daniel Sims 
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No class: December 22, 29; April 12; May 3 
 

Timely Topics 2 | October 2019 
Join us for part 2 of a popular study from last year. These lessons will equip 

learners with biblical truths for engaging in challenging conversations with 

their family, friends, and coworkers. Topics include: visiting heaven, 

haunted houses, social media, tattoos, living together and others. 
 

Holy Communion | November 2019 
This four-lesson study based on the outline of Luther’s Small Catechism will help learners 

understand and appreciate the precious gift of the Lord’s Supper. Join us to learn about the 

institution, blessings, power and reception of this blessed sacrament. 
 

My Brother’s Keeper | December 2019 – January, 2020 
This study examines how to reach out to church members who are straying from God, from his 

Word and from worship. Because every Christian is tempted to fall away from God, churches 

sometimes face losing a straying brother or sister in Christ. This five-session study will assist us 

in fostering love and concern for fellow members, especially those who are drifting away. 
 

We Still Believe and Confess | January-March 2020 
The Lutheran Confessions are among the most important documents to ever exist. They are an 

expression of our faith. They guide us in our understanding of God's Word. They help us 

recognize the false voices that surround us. Yet, many Lutherans do not realize their 

importance. This course will help us to understand and appreciate the Lutheran Confession 

and the heritage of Biblical truth handed down to us. 
 

First John | March-May 2020 
1 John: Living in the Light of God's Love is a study that focuses first on God's love for us in Christ and 

then on our love for God and for others. It addresses John's themes of repentance, faith, love 

and confidence before God. Join us as we study this comforting and encouraging epistle. 
 

Some Points to Consider: 
 ► No Bible study experience or knowledge necessary 

 ► No one will make you read or answer questions 

 ► Actively participate or sit and listen – it’s up to you! 

 ► Bible study offers a wonderful opportunity to grow in faith and to get to 

 know your brothers and sisters in Christ better 
 

Questions? Suggestions? Contact Pastor Sims 
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 Men’s Prayer Group meets on the first and third Tuesday 

 of October at 7:00 AM in the Gathering Room.  
  

† Men’s Breakfast Bible Study—Rise and shine on the 

second and fourth Saturday of the month and join us in the 

Fellowship Hall at 8:00 AM for a bite to eat and a serving of the Bread of Life.  In October, Men’s 

Breakfast Bible Study will meet on the 12th and 26th. 

 The purpose of Immanuel's Sunday school can be summarized with just 
one word: Jesus.  Everything we do in Sunday School focuses on Jesus.  As 
Paul wrote, “We preach Christ crucified” (1 Corinthians 1:23).  Everything we 
say and do in Sunday school is designed to focus our attention on Jesus so 
that both students and teachers grow in Christian faith and godly living. 
 
 Immanuel Sunday school will use Cross Explorations published by 
Concordia Publishing House to teach the lesson.  It is an excellent, dynamic, Biblical and Christ-
centered curriculum.  Students will learn all the major stories of the Old and New Testaments and 
see how God weaves his plan of salvation in Christ through the lives of ordinary men, women and 
children. The focus is squarely on the heart of the entire Bible: Jesus Christ, our Savior from sin, 
death and the devil.  Each lesson reveals our sin and God’s forgiving mercy in Christ.  Students will 
grow to trust Jesus more and to serve him gladly with lives of thankful obedience.  Teachers and 
craft leaders will rotate each trimester so that no one teacher will be committed to the entire year.  
The crafts will be planned for each Sunday using the Express Craft Booklet.  
 
 Sunday school is a FREE service for both members and non-members alike.  Can't make it 
every Sunday?  No worries - come when you can.  We would love to have you!  If you are not 
registered, it's not too late.  Please contact the office at (920) 684-3404 or log onto our website 
ilutheran.org and click the GROW tab, then click Sunday School. There is an online registration link 
at the bottom of the page.  

http://ilutheran.org
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 Esther Circle is the group that takes care of the altar area of church as well as the     

special arrangements for Lent, Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  We are in need of  

additional help.  We meet twice a year to set up the worker schedule and each person/team 

serves twice a year.  Interested in finding out more or joining Esther Circle?  Please contact 

Judy Fuerbringer at 973-3355 or judynglenn@ameritech.net, with any questions. 

  

 Do you need some “recharging, refreshing” time?  No matter your journey 

or age, as women, we are all in need of that.  Mark your calendars to join us 

on Saturdays, October 19th and 26th at 8:30 AM for a continuing study 

through the series entitled Fruit of the Spirit by Lane Burgland.  Jesus has 

called  every believer to bear fruit.  Jesus said,    “...I chose you and 

appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.” John 15:16  But what fruit?  How will you 

bear fruit as a believer?  In October we will study the Fruit of Goodness—Goodness of our God.  

This is an on-going Bible Study, you can join us at any time.  You do not need to purchase any 

materials, we have copies available for you.  We meet in the Conference Room located in the 

church office area. 
 

 This is a wonderful opportunity for women of all ages to be refreshed and grow in faith and 

friendship with your sisters in Christ.  If you have any suggestions or questions regarding our Bible 

Study, please contact Judy Fuerbringer at 973-3355 or judynglenn@ameritech.net.   
 

 If you have any suggestions or questions regarding our Bible Study, please contact Judy 

Fuerbringer at 973-3355 or judynglenn@ameritech.net. 
   

 

 Immanuel is starting a new College Ministry Program, offering 

support and contact throughout the school year for our members who 

are away at college, and helping to connect them to their local WELS 

campus ministry or church.  The first step is getting information on all 

our members who are in college or technical school.  Parents or 

Students, please email the student's name, address at school, cell 

phone #, name of school, major, and expected graduation date to CollegeConnect@ilutheran.org.   

The committee is also making phone calls to gather this information, so if you have already 

provided it for your college student, we thank you very much. 
 

 We also are looking for more members who are interested in being part of this College 

Ministry Committee.  Call or text Ann Winter at 920-629-2430 or email that same address if 

you're interested.  

mailto:CollegeConnect@ilutheran.org
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Immanuel Lutheran Endowment Fund (ILEF) founded in 2003 
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ACT ASPIRE TESTING 
 

  This past spring, our students in grades 5-8 took the ACT Aspire standardized tests.  Last year was the 
first year we used this assessment.  Our faculty will use the data from these tests to continue to improve our 
curriculum and instruction.  Below is a summary of our scores: 

93% of our students tested at or above the national average in English 
78% of our students tested at or above the national average in Reading 
86% of our students tested at or above the national average in Science 
93% of our students tested at or above the national average in Math 

School News 

On Wednesday, November 6th at 9:00 AM, we will be hosting a Veterans’ 
Day program in the church to honor all those who have served our country in the 
Armed Forces.  Veterans from our local VFW post will also be here to talk with 
the children about their service.  We invite all veterans from our church and 
school families to join us for patriotic songs, music, and recitations performed 

by the children.  This program gives our children a wonderful opportunity to honor those who have 
given so much of themselves so that we can enjoy the freedom of living in this great country.   
 

 Thank you, veterans, for your service to us and to our country! 

 

 On Wednesday, November 27th, our school will be hosting our annual Grandparents’ 
Day beginning with a chapel service at 10:00 AM.  We would like to invite all the 
grandparents of our students to spend a day with their grandchild(ren).  If you do not have 
a grandchild in our school, but would like to attend our grandparents’ day as an “adopted” 
grandparent, please speak with Mr. Wilson.  Our students really look forward to having 
their grandparents be a part of this day. 

 

 Our Accreditation team continues to work through the accreditation process.  All of the standards have 
been reviewed, and we are just adding some final touches.  Our site visit is scheduled for October 14-16, 
2019.  We thank Mrs. Jaimie Carlson, Mrs. Becca Sweney, and everyone else who has helped us get to this 
point in the process.   

Enrollment for the 2018-19 School Year 
 

We began the 2019-20 school year with an enrollment of 91 students in kindergarten through 8th grade.  
(Last year, we had 77 students enrolled.)  Preschool enrollment currently stands at 19 students.  (Last year 
we had 17 at this time).  Please continue to pray that the Lord would bless our efforts to spread His Gospel 
through our school and preschool.  
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PARTNERS IN EDUCATION—PIE 
 

 We are a collaboration of parents, staff, students, and members to encourage student socialization 
and family networking, while supporting the faculty, staff, and educational environment of Immanuel 
through fundraisers and community outreach events.  Serving this school year as officers are        
Becca Sweney, President and Amanda Seal, Vice President. 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS—2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

OCTOBER 
► 1st thru 11th—Box Top Competition—PIE  
► 2nd thru 3rd—Sponsor dinner for parent/teacher meetings—5th & 6th graders 
 

NOVEMBER 
► 2nd—Trivia Night—6:30 PM at Harrigan Parkside Gathering Center.  Classroom raffle 
baskets 
► 12th—PIE Meeting at 6:30 PM—set up for Scholastic Book Fair (NOTE:  this is a tentative date, 
 may be 19th.  Check for final date in weekly bulletin and November ECHO) 
► 15th-27th—Scholastic Book Fair (PIE)  
 

Thank you for your support! 
 Please join us by attending an upcoming meeting or by contacting Becca Sweney at 920-242-7502 
or Amanda Seal at 920-901-8726 to see how you can assist with our events.   We are looking for parent 
volunteers for the many events we have planned.  Our events help give back to the school, create social 
events for students and parents and support the staff.  

Bethany Lutheran Church, 3209 Meadow Ln, 

Manitowoc 

 

 What does ‘Advertising’, ‘Marketing’ and ‘Evangelism look like in our churches today?  Pastor 
Pete Zaferos and his wife, Melissa, share their OUTREACH experiences in Suamico, WI and 
Laramie, WY. 
 

 Mission Offerings will be collected for TOOLS FOR OUTREACH and “Send One Sister” to 
the National LWMS Convention. 
 

 Bring school supplies (i.e. glue, crayons, markers, lined paper, notebooks, safe scissors, and 
watercolors) to assist OUTREACH to the Oneida Nation.   
 

 Take a break from the busyness of life and join us for this very informative and inspiring 
morning!  Bring a friend/daughter who has never been to a MISSION RALLY.  ALL ages are 
welcome.  Men are also encouraged to attend.  
 

 For more information, contact Marlene Pleuss at 920-860-0796. 
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WELS BIENNIAL CONVENTION 
 

 The 65
th
 Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Biennial Convention was held in New Ulm, MN on July 28

th
 through 

August 1
st
.  Present were 400 delegates and nearly 700 attended in total.  The opening service was filled to 

capacity in the campus chapel.  The strong voices, accompanied by kettle drums, brass, cymbals, and organ 
made your hair stand on end.  Pastor Jonathan Bauer, son of MLHS graduate, Paul Bauer, preached a sermon 
themed “The bigger the picture of our Church, the bigger our prayer for the Church”. 
 

 The convention began with “The Presentation of Flags”.  Sixty-three flags were presented on stage, depicting 
the countries in which we have active mission work.  Sixty-three countries … amazing!  Pastor Larry Schlomer 
than expanded on our global mission efforts.  He commented on our efforts and groups within the synod, working 
to maintain and grow the Christian Church worldwide.  Just a few interesting facts:  we have worked with the 
Apaches for 125 years … Uganda has 11 churches with 735 members … 2,600 south Sudanese are being 
ministered to in refugee camps … there are 5,000 attending 35 congregations in Liberia … in Latin America, the 
platform “Academia Christo” has 1.3 million followers via Facebook … the “TELL Network” is an English speaking 
platform is designed to identify new Christians who are willing to share the truth with others in their local settings.  
A recent TELL online class had over 300 students in 44 countries … 24 Latin American countries have a Gospel 
outpost … there are 5,000 souls with 150 churches and 50 pastors and 27 seminarians in India … Pakistan has 
58 house churches with 12 men in a Bible instructional program …  Pastor Schlomer shared more wondrous 
news about our global mission programs and efforts.  Much more can be seen at:  https://wels.net/serving-others/
missions/ 
 

 Rev. Jonathan Hein, director of the Commission on Congregational Counseling, presented his essay topic 
following the theme of the convention, “For the Generations to Come.”  In his presentation he provided an 
overview of current church membership trends, not just in WELS, but in Christianity across America, as well as 
the social and cultural factors that contribute to these trends.  He asked, “How can we do our best?”  He further 
outlined his essay by stating that we need to quantify what is happening in the WELS, we have to identify our 
challenges, define possible steps as we move forward, and we need to be certain that we understand our 
motivation.  Pastor Hein noted some gave a “hard look” at current declining membership numbers and what that 
could be attributed to.  He stressed the importance of creating a Christian community through relationships and 
building friendships with people God puts in our lives.  He added, “We will help our members see the face of 
Christ in their neighbor.  We will encourage them to build authentic friendships with those currently outside the 
church.  Hospitality will be a core value among us.  We will do whatever is necessary to knit our members into 
something more than acquaintances.  They will have a family.  We will zealously, almost recklessly, pursue the 
straying.”   If we are doing all we can with the Gospel, the numbers do not matter.  Only the Gospel can create 
faith, but we need to do a better job of creating an audience for the gospel.” 
 

 Pastor Kevin Schultz from The Vine Church in Hayden, Idaho, gave a presentation on their church’s mission 
efforts.  He touched on six topics.  But one item of his presentation I’d like to highlight is the “Community Focused” 
portion.  They do things like deliver baked treats to first responders, give out free batteries on the time change 
Sundays, and deliver Christmas gifts to those who are working on Christmas Eve.  These are some of their 
attempts to build community relationships.  Much more can be found on their site:  https://www.thevineidaho.org/
events.html 
 

 Besides many great presentations and testimonials, there were elections and other matters of business that 
were accomplished.  As far as resolutions, two major ones were to declare fellowship with the Lutheran 
Congregations in Mission for Christ–Kenya (LCMC) and the Christian Lutheran Evangelical Church in Taiwan 
(CLEC).  The delegates welcomed these two new church bodies into confessional Lutheran fellowship with 
WELS. Representatives from both Kenya and Taiwan were present at the convention. 
 

 The final day’s morning devotion was led by Pastor Daniel Heiderich, son of members Fred and Barbara 
Heiderich.  
 

 There is so much more I’d like to share with you, but if you’d like to see more about the convention or view a 
sampling of the multitude of sites that the Synod offers, you can ask me directly or e-mail me at 
pkluenker@yahoo.com or visit:  https://wels.net/news-media/2019synodconvention/  
 

 An 8 page summary of the convention can be found at: 
https://cs.welsrc.net/download-cs/together-pdfs/?wpdmdl=3232&ind=1564675200327   
 

 It was a pleasure and an honor to serve as your delegate at this year’s WELS Biennial Convention. 
 

                    ~ Paul Kluenker 

https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/
https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/
https://www.thevineidaho.org/events.html
https://www.thevineidaho.org/events.html
mailto:pkluenker@yahoo.com
https://wels.net/news-media/2019synodconvention/
https://cs.welsrc.net/download-cs/together-pdfs/?wpdmdl=3232&ind=1564675200327


Church Library News 

Friday, October 11th at 1:15 PM in the Gathering Room 
 A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 

 You may stop in at the Immanuel  church library at any time. It is located in our church basement. 
You will find books, music, & videos. Check out is self-service.        ~Laura Rozoff, Church Librarian 
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"Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ"  2 Peter 3:18 

Mornings with Mommy & 
Mornings with Jesus  

  

  Our next session of Mornings with Mommy is Thursday, October 3rd from 
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Our October  event is “All About Me”!  Activities are 
geared towards birth to 5 year olds and their caregivers.  
  

Mornings with Jesus meets again on Thursday, 
October 17th from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  There will be a shor t devotion for  
birth to 5 year olds, then supervised child care.  Moms will enjoy a 30 minute 
devotion. 

 

If you know of anyone interested in attending, please invite them or contact 
Jaimie at 920-242-4286, and she can send them a text invitation.  Also, we need 
volunteers to help our sessions run more smoothly and to give leaders time to make 

connections with new, visiting families.  If this is something that interests you, please speak with Jaime 
Carlson or Andrea Dolan.  You can also sign up in the binder in the back of the Gathering Room.  
  

 Please watch the bulletin for updates and requests.  Amazon and Walmart gift cards are also much 
appreciated!  God bless! 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers and for all of your support and contributions so far, it all is been very 
helpful!  Look for more details or to pre-register, go to the Mornings with Mommy - Manitowoc 
Facebook page.  



Serving Our Lord 
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OCTOBER 
 

10/06/2019 
 8:00 AM—Jason & Amy Muench 
    10:30 AM—Karen Kehl &  
    Judy Polster 
 
10/13/2019 
 8:00 AM—Bea Buss & Harriet Kappelman 
    10:30 AM—Judy Fuerbringer & Karen Winter 
 
10/20/2019 
 8:00 AM—Gene & Sharon Morrow 
    10:30 AM—Helen & Harlan Demsien 
 
10/27/2019 
 8:00 AM—Nick & Barbara Nitka 
    10:30 AM—Bill & Deb Menges 

10/03/2019  Team 9—6:30 AM 
 
10/06/2019  Early—Team 1A 
10/06/2019  Late—Team 7 
 
10/10/2019 Team 10—6:30 PM 
 
10/13/2019  Early—Team 2 
10/13/2019  Late—Team 8 
 
10/17/2019 Team 11—6:30 PM 
 
 
10/20/2019  Early—Team 3 

10/20/2019  Late—Team 5 
 
10/24/2019 Team 12—6:30 PM 
 
10/27/2019  Early—Team 4 
10/27/2019  Late—Team 6 
 
10/31/2019 Team 9—6:30 PM 

The prayer of a  
righteous man is  

powerful and effective.  
James 5:16 

 

 
 

† Family of Sara Loritz—recently taken home  to heaven 
 
† Our Immanuel Family— that we may  
 continue to trust in the Lord and His plans for us. 
 
† Those in school this fall—that they may also continue 

in the wisdom of Jesus  
 
†  Our School and Staff—that they may grow academical-

ly and spiritually 
 
†  Manitowoc Lutheran High School—that it may contin-

ue to train youth in a Christ-centered atmosphere 

 
 

Member News Membership News 
 

Pastoral Acts 
 

 

Transfers 
Kelly Liermann & children to 

St. John, Maribel 
 

Release 
Steve Eckelberg  

Attending Faith, De Pere - LCMS 
 

Funerals 
Sara Loritz—September 24, 2019  

 

Weddings 
Megan Markowski & Erik Taddy 

August 24, 2019 

 
Gifts and Memorials 
 

♥ $200 Memorial 
  

2019 Church Council 
 

In order that we might keep the best line of 
communications open between the church leaders and 
the rest of the congregation, we publish the names of the 
current Church Council in the newsletter. This will 
provide you with a list of people to contact if you have 
any questions regarding anything happening in our 
ministry. You may also use the following e-mail address 
to contact the Council as a whole: council@ilutheran.org. 
(One e-mail sent to that address reaches all the Council 
members with e-mail.) 
 

Larry Verlinden, President 
Reed Kabelowsky, Secretary 
Matthew Strathmann, Treasurer 
Russ Vogt, Elders 
Gary Markowski, Financial Secretary 
Mitch Geissler, Family Ministry 
Ron Nicklaus, Evangelism 
Dan Smith, Property 
Tim Lindloff, Board of Education 



 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Thursdays:  6:30 PM 
Sundays:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

 

 

†    Pastor Daniel Sims—763-3790 
 pastorsims@ilutheran.org 
  

† Church Office—684-3404  
 church@ilutheran.org 
 

 

Preschool to Grade 8 
 
 

† David Wilson, Principal  -  684-3404 
      dwilson@ilutheran.org 
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