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WELCOME 
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Immanuel 
you will find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and 
the quiet assurance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come 
worship with us again!  
 
 

TODAY’S FOCUS:  Following Christ calls for total commitment. The life of faith walks in 
lock step with the will of God and does not following the meandering ways of this world. 
Elisha’s response to the Lord’s call stands in contrast to the initially willing, but 
ultimately uncommitted “followers” of Jesus. Our Prayer of the Day says it well, “Pour 
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises…” and the Verse of the Day aptly summarizes our focus today. 
 
 

FOR VISITORS 
 Friendship Register:  Please fill out the Friendship Register located at the end of 

each pew. 
 Cell Phones:  Out of respect for our Lord and your fellow worshipers, please silence 

your cell phone. 
 Restrooms:  The main restrooms are located in the Gathering Room near the 

coatrack. 
 Offering:  The gospel ministry of Immanuel is supported by the generosity and 

sacrificial giving of our members. You are our guest today, and may want to learn 
more about our ministry before giving a gift. When the offering plates are passed, 
please do not feel obligated to make a contribution. 

 Information:  The media counter is located in the Gathering Room. Here you will 
find magazines, brochures, devotional booklets and children’s bulletins (printed on 
yellow paper). 

 Contact:  Our pastor and principal are always happy to serve you. Please feel free to 
contact them (contact info on back of announcement page). 

 Communion:  We practice Close(d) Communion at Immanuel, meaning we only 
commune those who are members of our congregation. Members of WELS or ELS 
churches in our fellowship who wish to commune are asked to speak to the pastor 
before the service. 
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DIVINE SERVICE II 
 
WELCOME 
 

 
HYMN 453 (red hymnal)                                                    Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke 
 
 
STAND 
 
    
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS  
 
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and 
selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever.   

          O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant:  
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I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 
M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 
they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
 
M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 

heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 
C: Amen. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD  Luke 2:14 
 

All glory be to God on high! 
Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

We praise you for your peace and grace, 
Your favor toward our fallen race. 

 

Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 
For your great glory, heav’nly King, 

For all, O Father, you have done 
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 

 

O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 
You take all sin and guilt away. 

Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  
From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 

 

You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 
The Father’s glory you made known. 

We by your Spirit sing again: 
“All glory be to God!” Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you.  
C: (spoken) And also with you. 

M: O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. 
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 
obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  
 
 
BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 
 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                1 King 19:19-21 | NIV 
 
So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve 
yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and 
threw his cloak around him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss 
my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.” “Go back,” 
Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?” 21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took 
his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the 
meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and 
became his servant. 
 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                          Psalm 62 | p. 88 (red hymnal) 
 
 

SECOND LESSON                                       2 Corinthians 11:21b-30 | NIV  
 
Whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to 
boast about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they 
Abraham’s descendants? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to 
talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, 
been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five times I 
received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with 
rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a 
day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from 
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rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; 
in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false 
believers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known 
hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28 
Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 29 
Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn? 30 
If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                Mark 8:34 | NIV  
 

Alleluia. “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.” Alleluia. 
 
 
STAND 
 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                               Luke 9:51-62 | NIV  
 

 

M: The Gospel according to Luke chapter 9.  
C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 
As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for 
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to 
get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was 
heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, 
do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them[a]?” 55 But Jesus turned 
and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples went to another village. 57 As they were 
walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus 
replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay 
his head.” 59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go 
and bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first 
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let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a 
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”  

 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 465 (red hymnal)                                                        Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken                                 
 
 
SERMON                                                                                          Luke 9:57-62 
 

Jesus Comes First 
 

 
STAND 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks 
to him. 
 
 

STAND 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
   
                                              
GUESTS:  From Biblical teaching we understand participation in Communion to be, 
among other things, a statement of agreement with our church’s teachings. If you are 
not a member of Immanuel, please speak to the pastor before communing. Thank you 
for respecting our practice. 
 

GLUTEN FREE WAFERS / GRAPE JUICE:  We offer gluten-free Communion wafers to 
those who need them – but you must make your need known to the pastor ahead of 
time. The purple-colored individual cups in the center of the Communion tray contain 
grape juice for those unable to drink wine. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

 

PREFACE 
 
M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
 

M: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
C: It is good and right so to do.  
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his 
kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  
Sanctus 

 

O holy, holy, holy 
Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 
In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 
Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 
Receive our fervent cry. 

 
Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 
Who in God’s name is coming 

To set his people free! 
He comes to bring salvation 
And with his blood outpoured, 
Deliver us from bondage— 

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 

sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through 
which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 
By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 

   Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
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preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people 
in glory everlasting. 

C:    Amen.  
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: (spoken) Amen.  
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BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 310 (red hymnal)                                                      I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 
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STAND 
 
 
SONG OF SIMEON       Luke 2:29-32 

Nunc Dimittis 
 

O Lord, now let your servant 
Depart in peace, assured: 

For I have seen your promised 
incarnate, saving Word— 
A Light that will enlighten 

All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 
The brilliant, crowning glory 

Of those in Israel! 
 

All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 

All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever three in one; 

For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 

God’s triune name resounding 
Through all eternity. 

 
 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 
have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed 
our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to  
live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 
the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 
M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 329 (red hymnal)                                                    Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
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