
IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 

 

 
 

The Father Forgives, Fully and Freely 

Fourth Sunday in Lent | March 31, 2019 



2 
 

WELCOME 
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Immanuel 
you will find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and 
the quiet assurance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come 
worship with us again!  
 
 

TODAY’S FOCUS:  “As surely as I live,” declares the Sovereign LORD, “I take no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live.” (Ezekiel 
33:11) Our God is a just God who promises to punish those who reject him in unbelief. 
But this is not what he really wants to do. His will, his desire, his greatest joy is to 
forgive. And that’s why he sent his Son. Through faith in Jesus, we have the Father’s 
forgiveness, full and free. 
 
 

FOR VISITORS 
 Friendship Register:  Please fill out the Friendship Register located at the end of 

each pew. 
 Cell Phones:  Out of respect for our Lord and your fellow worshipers, please silence 

your cell phone. 
 Restrooms:  The main restrooms are located in the Gathering Room near the 

coatrack. 
 Offering:  The gospel ministry of Immanuel is supported by the generosity and 

sacrificial giving of our members. You are our guest today, and may want to learn 
more about our ministry before giving a gift. When the offering plates are passed, 
please do not feel obligated to make a contribution. 

 Information:  The media counter is located in the Gathering Room. Here you will 
find magazines, brochures, devotional booklets and children’s bulletins (printed on 
yellow paper). 

 Contact:  Our pastor and principal are always happy to serve you. Please feel free to 
contact them (contact info on back of announcement page). 

 Communion:  We practice Close(d) Communion at Immanuel, meaning we only 
commune those who are members of our congregation. Members of WELS or ELS 
churches in our fellowship who wish to commune are asked to speak to the pastor 
before the service. 
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DIVINE SERVICE II 
 
WELCOME 
 
 

HYMN 387 (8:00am)                                                                                       Drawn to the Cross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS  
 
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and 
selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever.   

          O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

HYMN 295:1-3 (10:30am)                                                        Dearest Jesus, We Are Here 
 

 
HOLY BAPTISM (10:30) (Hymnal p. 12) 
 

 

HYMN 295:4-5 (10:30am)                                                        Dearest Jesus, We Are Here 
 

Service continues with the Prayer of the Day on page 4. 
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ABSOLUTION 
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant:  

 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 
M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 
they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
 
M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 

heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you.  
C: (spoken) And also with you. 
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M: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and 
though we deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide 
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge your 
merciful goodness, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing 
obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  
 
 
SENIOR CHOIR (8:00am)                              The Rose of Calvary 
 
 
BE SEATED 
  
 
 
 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                     Isaiah 12:1-6 | NIV 
 
In that day you will say:  “I will praise you, Lord. Although you were angry with me, your 
anger has turned away and you have comforted me. 2 Surely God is my salvation; I will 
trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense; he 
has become my salvation.” 3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
4 In that day you will say:  “Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known 
among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. 5 Sing to 
the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. 6 Shout 
aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                                                          Psalm 32 | p. 78 (red hymnal) 
 
 

SECOND LESSON                                                       Romans 8:1-10 | NIV  

 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of 
sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the 
flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. 
And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the 
law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh 
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what 
the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by 
the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot 
please God. 9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body 
is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                 John 3:16 | NIV  
 

“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
                        

 
STAND 
 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                    Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 | NIV  
 

 

M: The Gospel according to Mark chapter 6.  
C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 
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Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats 
with them.” 3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 
 

“There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 “Not long after 
that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 
squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a 
severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and 
hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 
He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave 
him anything. 17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back 
to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 
So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around 
him and kissed him. 21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 
24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they 
began to celebrate. 25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near 
the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked 
him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has 
killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 28 “The older brother 
became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But 
he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never 
disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 
with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 31 “‘My son,’ the father said, 
‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and 
be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.’” 
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 304:1-5 (red hymnal)                                                  Jesus Sinners Does Receive                                   
 
 
SERMON                                                                                         Isaiah 12:1-6 
 

Be Certain of These Three Facts 
I. God is angry about our sin 

II. God has saved us from our sin 
III. God is worthy of our thanks and praise 

 
 

STAND 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks 
to him. 
 
 

STAND 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:  
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God and for    

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
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M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us    
pray to the Lord:  

C:    Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the faithful preaching of the cross, for the Spirit to prepare the hearts of those 

who hear, and for the proclamation of Christ to bear the fruit of faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For works of love to accompany the witness in words, for those who show forth 

the mercy and compassion of God to those in need, and for the witness of hope in 
a world of fear and anxiety, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, for our 

stewardship of the earth and all the resources God has provided, and for honest 
labor in which the Lord is glorified and our families and neighbors are served, let 
us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: For our deliverance from all human and natural disasters, for an end to war and 
pestilence, and for relief workers in their service to those so afflicted, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions. 
 
M:   Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

  Silence prayer. 
 
M: Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, remembering God’s mercy and his help in 

time of need, let us commend ourselves, one another, and all people to Christ, 
our Lord.  

C: Amen. 
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GUESTS:  From Biblical teaching we understand participation in Communion to be, 
among other things, a statement of agreement with our church’s teachings. If you are 
not a member of Immanuel, please speak to the pastor before communing. Thank you 
for respecting our practice. 
 

GLUTEN FREE WAFERS / GRAPE JUICE:  We offer gluten-free Communion wafers to 
those who need them – but you must make your need known to the pastor ahead of 
time. The purple-colored individual cups in the center of the Communion tray contain 
grape juice for those unable to drink wine. 
 

 
                                               
 
 
 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 
 

PREFACE 
 
M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
 

M: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
C: It is good and right so to do.  
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who willingly died under the curse of this world’s sin so that we may live 
forever in the light of God’s blessing. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  



12 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  
Sanctus 

 

O holy, holy, holy 
Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 
In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 
Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 
Receive our fervent cry. 

 
Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 
Who in God’s name is coming 

To set his people free! 
He comes to bring salvation 
And with his blood outpoured, 
Deliver us from bondage— 

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 

sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through 
which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 
By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 

   Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
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preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people 
in glory everlasting. 

C:    Amen.  
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: (spoken) Amen.  
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BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 310 (red hymnal)                                                      I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 
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STAND 
 
 
SONG OF SIMEON       Luke 2:29-32 

Nunc Dimittis 
 

O Lord, now let your servant 
Depart in peace, assured: 

For I have seen your promised 
incarnate, saving Word— 
A Light that will enlighten 

All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 
The brilliant, crowning glory 

Of those in Israel! 
 

All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 

All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever three in one; 

For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 

God’s triune name resounding 
Through all eternity. 

 
 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 
have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed 
our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to  
live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 
the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 
M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 304:6-7 (red hymnal)                                                            Jesus Sinners Does Receive                                                       
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