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WELCOME 
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Immanuel 
you will find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and 
the quiet assurance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come 
worship with us again!  
 
 
TODAY’S FOCUS:  Final preparation to be the risen Christ’s witnesses begins with sight. 
The apostles were blessed with visibly seeing the risen Lord. Overcoming their doubts by 
the power of the Spirit, they would boldly proclaim the new life to be found in the Living 
One. Blessed to see through eyes of faith, the vision of the First and the Last fills our 
hearts with this confidence: “Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.” 
(CW 406) 
 
 
FOR VISITORS 
 Friendship Register:  Please fill out the Friendship Register located at the end of 

each pew. 
 Cell Phones:  Out of respect for our Lord and your fellow worshipers, please silence 

your cell phone. 
 Restrooms:  The main restrooms are located in the Gathering Room near the 

coatrack. 
 Offering:  The gospel ministry of Immanuel is supported by the generosity and 

sacrificial giving of our members. You are our guest today, and may want to learn 
more about our ministry before giving a gift. When the offering plates are passed, 
please do not feel obligated to make a contribution. 

 Information:  The media counter is located in the Gathering Room. Here you will 
find magazines, brochures, devotional booklets and children’s bulletins (printed on 
yellow paper). 

 Contact:  Our pastor and principal are always happy to serve you. Please feel free to 
contact them (contact info on announcement page). 
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
 
 
WELCOME 

 
 
HYMN 142 (red hymnal)                                      Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain                                                  
 
 
STAND 
 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: (spoken) Amen. 

 
 

 

For the 10:30 service: 
 
HYMN 737:1-4 - God's Own Child I Gladly Say It (next page)  
 
 
HOLY BAPTISM (Hymnal p. 12) 
 
 
HYMN 737:5 - God's Own Child I Gladly Say It 
 

Service continues with the Prayer of the Day on page 8. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS  
 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 

 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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7 
 

 
 



8 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: (spoken) And also with you. 
 

M:     Let us pray. 
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word 
of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with 
the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  
 
 
BE SEATED 
 

 
 
 
 

 

THE WORD 
 
 

FIRST LESSON                                                      Acts 5:12, 17-32 | NIV  
 

The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the 
believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 
 

Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the 
Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the 
public jail. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and 
brought them out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all 
about this new life.” 21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been 
told, and began to teach the people. When the high priest and his associates arrived, 
they called together the Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent 
to the jail for the apostles. 22 But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them 
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there. So they went back and reported, 23 “We found the jail securely locked, with the 
guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside.”        
24 On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were at a 
loss, wondering what this might lead to. 25 Then someone came and said, “Look! The 
men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people.” 26 At that, 
the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, 
because they feared that the people would stone them. 27 The apostles were brought in 
and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. 28 “We 
gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem 
with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.” 29 Peter 
and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! 30 The 
God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a 
cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring 
Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is 
the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                   Psalm 150 | p. 122 (red hymnal) 

 
 

SECOND LESSON                                                    Revelation 1:4-18| NIV  
 
John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia:  Grace and peace to you from him 
who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits[a] before his 
throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, 
and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 
Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 7 “Look, he is coming with 
the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”; and all peoples 
on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall it be! Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”    
9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient 
endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard 
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behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and 
send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. 
And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was 
someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a 
golden sash around his chest. 14 The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as 
snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a 
furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held 
seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face 
was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though 
dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and 
the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! 
And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                              John 20:20b| NIV  
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. 
 
 
STAND 
 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                            John 20:19-31 | NIV 
 

 
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:  

 
 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said,  
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“Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with 
you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on 
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are 
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 24 Now Thomas (also known 
as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his 
side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and 
Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you 
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.” 30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 
After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  



12 
 

  He descended into hell.  
  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy Christian Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 165:1-7 (red hymnal)                               O Sons and Daughters of the King                                  
 

SERMON                                                                                        John 20:19-20 

The Blessings of Jesus’ Resurrection 

 
 
STAND 
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BE SEATED 
 
 
OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks 
to him. 
 
 

STAND 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M:  O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises 
by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C:  Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

M:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to 
rescue the lost. 

C:  Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 
 

M:  Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, 
and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of 
your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory. 

C:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and 
glory and praise. 

 

M:  Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life 
to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our 
time, our talents, and our treasures. 

C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 

M:  Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 
suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them 
with the hope of eternal life. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

   Silent prayer. 
 

M:  Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy 
hearts, we come before you and say: 

C:  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 161 (red hymnal)                                            Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands                                               
 
 
STAND 
 
 
M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 

hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 

C: (spoken) Amen.  
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

   The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
   The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: (spoken) Amen.  
 
 
BE SEATED 
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HYMN 165:8-9 (red hymnal)                                                O Sons and Daughters of the King                                                    
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