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WELCOME 
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Immanuel 
you will find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and 
the quiet assurance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come 
worship with us again! 
 

 
TODAY’S FOCUS:  During the Epiphany season, in Word and song, we see our Lord Jesus 
revealed to us as true God and the Savior of the world. He came to live, die and rise 
again for all people, both Jews and Gentiles. For this reason, Epiphany is sometimes 
called the Gentile Christmas. The visit of the wise men, who came from a foreign land 
far away, reminds us that Jesus came to save non-Jews too – including us all! Let’s join 
the Magi to bow in worship before the King and Savior of the world, and give him our 
very best gifs in thanks for his love. 
 
 
FOR VISITORS 
 Friendship Register:  Please fill out the Friendship Register located in each pew. 
 Cell Phones:  Out of respect for our Lord and your fellow worshiper, please silence 

your cell phone. 
 Restrooms:  The main restrooms are located in the Gathering Room by the coatrack. 
 Offering:  Please do not feel obligated to contribute when the offering plates are 

passed. We understand that you may want to know more about Immanuel’s 
ministry before you support it with your gifts. However, if you are moved to give, 
you are welcome to do so. 

 Information:  The media counter is located in the Gathering Room Here you will find 
magazines, brochures, devotional booklets and children’s bulletins (printed on 
yellow paper). 

 Communion:  We practice closed Communion at Immanuel, meaning we only 
commune those who are members of our congregation. Members of WELS or ELS 
churches in our fellowship who wish to commune are asked to speak to the pastor 
before the service. 

 Contact: Our pastor and principal are always happy to serve you. Please feel free to 
contact them (contact info on back of announcements). 
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THE COMMON SERVICE  
 
WELCOME 
 
 
INTRODUCTION OF THE CHURCH COUNCIL (Sunday 10:30am) 
 
  
HYMN 80 (red hymnal)                                                           Angels from the Realms of Glory 
 
 
STAND 
 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (sing) Amen. 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 Kyrie 

 

 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
M: Let us pray. 
 

Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one 
and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the 
perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
 
BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 
 

 

FIRST LESSON                             Numbers 24:15-17a | NIV 2011 
 

Then he spoke his message: “The prophecy of Balaam son of Beor, the prophecy of one 
whose eye sees clearly, 16 the prophecy of one who hears the words of God, who has 
knowledge from the Most High, who sees a vision from the Almighty, who falls 
prostrate, and whose eyes are opened: 17 “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not 
near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel.  
 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                        Psalm 72 | p. 93 (red hymnal) 
 
 

SECOND LESSON                             Romans 11:13-15, 28-32 | NIV 2011 
 

I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in 
my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save 
some of them. 15 For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will their 
acceptance be but life from the dead? 
 

As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as election 
is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts and his call 
are irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now 
received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now become 
disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to 
you. 32 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on 
them all. 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                      Matthew 2:2b | NIV 2011 
 

Alleluia. We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him. Alleluia. 
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STAND 
 
 

GOSPEL                                             Matthew 2:1-12 | NIV 2011 
 

 
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
 

 
 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of 
the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When King 
Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called 
together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written: 6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people 
Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time 
the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully 
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship 
him.” 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 
seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 
their country by another route. 
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After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
 

 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 83 (red hymnal)                         As with Gladness Men of Old                                           
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SERMON                                                Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Join the Wise Men 
I. To seek our Savior-King 

II. To give him our best worship 
 
 
STAND 
 

 
CREATE IN ME 
 

 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. 
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INSTALLATION OF THE CHURCH COUNCIL (Sunday 8am) 
 

 
STAND 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M:  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came 

into our world to save us from sin and death. 
C:     You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 
M:  Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 
C:  You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of 

salvation to those doomed to death. 
 
M:  Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 
own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or 
hope: 

C:     Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 
 
M:  Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to 

serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones 
near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. 
Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in 
despair and comfort those who mourn: 

C:     Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 

     Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
M:     Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
 Silent prayer. 
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M:  Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand 
in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the 
everlasting song of triumph. 

C:     Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen.  

  
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 
 

PREFACE 
 

M: The Lord be with you.  
 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts.  
 

 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
 

 



11 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only 
Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 

 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 Agnus Dei 
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BE SEATED 
 
 
HYMN 309 (red hymnal)                                    Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 
 
 
HYMN 79 (red hymnal)                                    How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 
 

 

STAND 
 
 

SONG OF SIMEON 
 
 Nunc Dimittis 
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: (sing) And his mercy endures forever. 
 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. 
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love 
for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sing) Amen. 
 
M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: (sing) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
BE SEATED 
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