
 
IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin 

 

 
 

The Light Has Dawned 
Christmas Eve Candlelight  l  December 24, 2017 

 
 



2 
 

 
 
 
 
FOR VISITORS 
 Friendship Register:  Please fill out the Friendship Register located at the end of 

each pew. 
 Cell Phones:  Out of respect for our Lord and your fellow worshiper, please silence 

your cell phone. 
 Restrooms:  The main restrooms are located in the Gathering Room near the 

coatrack. 
 Offering:  Please do not feel obligated to contribute when the offering plates are 

passed. We understand that you may want to know more about Immanuel’s 
ministry before you support it with your gifts. However, if you are moved to give, 
you are welcome to do so. 

 Information:  The media counter is located in the Gathering Room Here you will find 
magazines, brochures, devotional booklets and children’s bulletins. 

 Contact:  Our pastor and principal are always happy to serve you. Please feel free to 
contact them. 

 
 

Daniel R. Sims, pastor: 920-763-3790; pastorsims@ilutheran.org 
Keith Haag, visitation pastor:  682-1002 

David Wilson, principal: 684-3404; dwilson@ilutheran.org 
 

916 Pine Street 
Manitowoc, WI 54220 

Ph:  920.684.3404 
Fax:  920.684.6461 

Email: church@ilutheran.org 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:church@ilutheran.org
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WELCOME 
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Immanuel 
you will find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and 
the quiet assurance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come 
worship with us again! 
 

 

TODAY’S FOCUS:  This world is such a dark place, shrouded in sin, ignorance and 
unbelief. Our own hearts are naturally dark places too. But rather than cast us into 
darkness forever, our God gave us Light. Jesus, the Light of the world, came down from 
heaven and was born of the virgin to take away the darkness by his life, death and 
resurrection. “On those living in the land of the shadow of death, a light has dawned” 
(Isaiah 9:2). Jesus is that light, and the rays of his love fill our hearts with joy and peace.  
 
 

A Note about Candles: You should have received a candle from the 
ushers as you came in this evening. We will be lighting the candles 
for the singing of Silent Night at the conclusion of the service. Here’s 
how it will work: After the blessing the congregation will be seated. 
As the organist plays a prelude to Silent Night the pastor will light 
his candle from the Christ candle at the center of the Advent 
Wreath. The ushers will light their candles from the pastor’s candle. 
They will then come down the center aisle to light the candles of 
those seated on the aisle. The flame can then be passed on down 
the pew.  In order to avoid spilling wax please tip only UNLIT candles 
into the flame of the already burning candles. Once all the candles 
are lit we will begin singing Silent Night. After the hymn please cup the candle with your 
hand and gently blow out the flame. The ushers will collect the candles as you exit. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

WELCOME 
 
 
HYMN 42 (red hymnal)                                                  Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising  
 
 
STAND 
 
 
Congregational responses are spoken. 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
LITANY                                                                                                PSALM 96 (selected verses) 
 
M: Sing to the LORD a new song; 
C: sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 
M: Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 
C: proclaim his salvation day after day. 
 
M: Declare his glory among the nations, 
C: his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
 
M: Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; 
C: tremble before him, all the earth. 
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M:    Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
C:    let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 
 
M:    Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; 
C:    let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 
 
M: Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, 
C: he comes to judge the earth. 

 
M: He will judge the world in righteousness 
C: and the peoples in his faithfulness. 
 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
M:      Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Most merciful God, 
 
ALL: we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways to the glory of your holy name. 

  
M:  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him [1 John 4:9]. The Father in mercy kept his 
ancient promise to send a Savior. Jesus died on the cross to pay for the sins of  
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the world. Hear the Word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 C:  Amen. 
 

 
HYMN 63 (red hymnal)                                                              Angels We Have Heard on High  
 

Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: God’s peace be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
M: Let us pray. 
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   O Almighty God, you have made this night shine with the brightness of the true 
Light, Jesus Christ, your only Son. Give us great joy in the angel’s message of 
peace on earth and lead each of us to receive Jesus as God-with-us, our 
Immanuel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
C:    Amen 
 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
CHOIR                                              Welcome to our World 
 
 

THE WORD 
 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                                                             Isaiah 9:2-7 l NIV 2011 
Isaiah prophesied a light that would dawn and scatter the darkness of sin. 
 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their 
joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when 
dividing the plunder. 4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke 
that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every 
warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for 
burning, will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing 
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal 
of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 90 (red hymnal)                                                            The People that in Darkness Sat 
 
 
SECOND LESSON                                                                                       1 John 1:1-9 l NIV 2011 
The Light of the World appeared to bring us the forgiveness of sins and fellowship with 
God. 
 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim 
concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We 
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship 
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write 
this to make our joy complete. 5 This is the message we have heard from him and 
declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have 
fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.     
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, 
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful  
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
HYMN 52 (red hymnal)                                                  On Christmas Night All Christians Sing  
 
 
STAND 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                        Luke 2:1-20 l NIV 2011 
In glorious splendor the angels announced the dawning of the Light, the birth of the 
worlds’ Savior. 
 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also 
went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they 
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, 
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
guest room available for them. 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the  
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had 
seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child,  
18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 
were just as they had been told. 
 

M: The Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
 

BE SEATED 
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HYMN 53 (red hymnal)                                             To Shepherds as They Watched by Night  
 
 

SERMON                                                                                                         John 8:12 l NIV 2011 
 

A Light Shining in the Darkness 
 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH                                          Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article 
 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 
true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and 
condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 
power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood and with 
his innocent suffering and death. 
  
All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve 
him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as he has risen from 
death and lives and rules eternally. This is most certainly true. 
 
 

OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks 
to him. 
 
 

PRAYER 
Spoken by the Presiding Minister 
 
 

THE BLESSING 
 
M:   The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
C:   The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
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M: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
C:      The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his    

glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

 

M:   For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
 
M: Almighty God, the Father, the Son (+) and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you 

and send you forth with great joy! 
C: Amen. 
 
 

BE SEATED 

 
 

We light our candles as the organist plays softly. Once all the candles are lit, the ushers 
will dim the lights and we will begin singing. The screens will be blank so we can enjoy 
the candlelight as we sing this familiar hymn. 
 
 

HYMN 60 (red hymnal)                                                                           Silent Night! Holy Night 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar; 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 



12 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
 
After the hymn the organist will again play softly. At this time please carefully extinguish 
your candle and observe a few moments of silent reflection and prayer. The ushers will 
collect the candles as you exit. 
 

 
Join us to again worship the Word made flesh tomorrow morning at 9:00                     

for our Christmas Day Communion Service. 
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Presiding Minister:  Pastor Daniel Sims  
Organist / Piano:  Ann Wilson 
Oboe:  Rachel Winter 
Flowers:  Donors of the Poinsettias 
 
 

Worship Schedule: 
Thursdays at 6:30 PM 

(No Thursday Services during Advent) 
Sundays at 8 AM & 10:30 AM 

www.ilutheran.org 
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