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“MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY FOR THE LORD!” 

John 1:19-28 | Third Sunday of Advent | December 17, 2017 

 

John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 

Jesu Juva 

Dear children of God, 

I spent the summer of 1995 working on 

the road crew in Gladwin County 

Michigan. Specifically, I worked on the 

sign crew. We were responsible for setting 

up construction and detour signs, 

replacing damaged and faded signs, and 

putting up new signs. Believe me, even in 

a county with only about 25,000 people, 

our two-man crew had more than enough 

work to keep us busy. And that was just 

one small part of the road crew’s work. 

During the warm months dirt roads 

needed grading, cracks and potholes 

needed filling, entire sections of road 

needed replacement. During the winter 

the roads needed plowing, salting and 

sanding. Keeping the roads in good shape 

is a constant, year round activity. 

In our text John the Baptizer talks about 

keeping the roads in good shape. He says, 

“Make straight the way for the Lord.” Of 

course, John wasn’t talking about the 

stretch of blacktop that runs between 

your house and the grocery store. He was 

talking about the spiritual road that runs 

from our Savior into our hearts. God 

wants the connection between us and 

Jesus to be straight, clear, smooth and 

free of obstacles. And so he sent John to 

tell us: “MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY FOR 

THE LORD.” How? Well, it’s all about 

repentance. Repentance means both 

confessing our sins and trusting in Christ 

as our Savior. 

I. By confessing your sins 

John was an interesting character. His 

camel’s hair coat and diet of locusts and 

wild honey were certainly strange. Doing 

his preaching in the desert instead of the 

synagogue also made him different. But 

what set him apart most of all was his 

message: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near” (Matthew 3:2). His 

unusual message drew the attention of 

the Jewish religious authorities. They 

wondered who he was. The Prophet 

Moses wrote about? Elijah come back to 

life? The Christ? John’s answer to those 

questions was no, no and no. He did not 

fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am 

not the Messiah.” Perhaps becoming a 

little frustrated with this weirdo out in the 

desert, they asked: “Who are you? Give 

us an answer to take back to those who 

sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?” John directed their attention to 

the words of the prophet Isaiah: “I am the 

voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make 

straight the way for the Lord.’” John’s job 

was simple. He was to prepare the people 

for the coming of Jesus. He was to 

proclaim that most basic Biblical message: 

“Repent!” 
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That’s not a very popular message these 

days. We live in a world where high self-

esteem is the most important quality 

anyone can have. We live in a world 

where saying anything “negative” is 

viewed as taboo. We live in a world where 

sin is a dirty word. Years ago after funeral I 

found a note left for me in the one of the 

pews. It was a quote from Mother 

Theresa. It said, “First and foremost, do 

no harm.” In other words, “How dare you 

call my deceased loved one a sinner!” The 

Bible says that all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 

But most people don’t want to hear about 

it. And let’s be honest. Most of the time 

we don’t want to hear about it either. 

But, my friends, we need to hear about it. 

We need to hear that we are “by nature 

objects of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3). We 

need to hear that we are born “dead in 

transgressions and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). 

We need to hear that because of our sins 

we deserve to burn forever in hell. This, of 

course, isn’t any fun to hear. And, I can tell 

you, it isn’t any fun to preach either. But 

think of it this way: We don’t have surgery 

because it’s fun, but because it’s 

necessary. In the same way, we don’t 

listen to the accusations of God’s holy law 

because we enjoy it, but because we need 

it. Paul wrote to the Romans: Through the 

law we become conscious of our sin 

(Romans 3:20). 

To see what that passage means just 

compare your life to God’s law as 

summarized in the Commandments. Do 

you always give God top priority in your 

life? Have you always used God’s name 

the way he wants it used? Are you always 

eager to hear God’s Word and receive his 

Sacrament? Do you always honor your 

parents and others in authority? Are you 

always kind and compassionate to your 

neighbor? Are your thoughts and words 

always pure? Do you always use your 

money and possessions the way God 

wants you to? Do you always use your 

words to build others up? Are you always 

content with what God has given you? I 

know how I have to answer these 

questions. 

John knew how he had to answer too. He 

said he wasn’t worthy to do even the 

lowest slave’s work for Jesus. He wasn’t 

even worthy to untie his sandals. John 

confessed his sinfulness. My friends, this 

is the first part of repentance. Honest 

recognition and sincere sorrow over sin. 

Not the worldly sorrow that says, “I’m 

sorry I got caught” or “I’m sorry for the 

consequences.” But godly sorrow that 

says with the prodigal son: “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you. I 

am no longer worthy to be called your 

[child].” 

The first part of repentance is honestly 

confessing that our sins have washed out 

the road between us and our God. Yes, my 

friends, that’s the first part of repentance. 

Thank God it’s not the only part. 

II. By trusting in your Savior 

The Augsburg Confession, a basic 

statement of what we believe as 

Lutherans, stated all the way back in the 

year 1530: Repentance consists of two 

parts. One part is contrition, that is terrors 
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striking the conscience through the 

knowledge of sin. The other part is faith, 

which … believes that for Christ’s sake, 

sins are forgiven (Art. XII). 

In his preaching John didn’t just talk about 

the first part. He didn’t just point out 

people’s sins. He also pointed them to the 

only Savior. He told those religious 

leaders, “Among you stands one you do 

not know. He is the one who comes after 

me, the straps of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to untie.” The next day, when 

Jesus arrived on the scene, John put the 

spotlight on him and said, “Here’s the one 

I’ve been talking about. Look, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the 

world!” (John 1:29) John didn’t just 

preach about sin. He also preached about 

the Savior. 

Remember before when I said that road 

building and maintenance is a constant, 

unending activity. Well, it’s the same with 

repentance. Repentance is our spiritual 

heartbeat.  Repentance is the constant 

activity and attitude of the Christian—an 

attitude worked in us by God’s Spirit 

through God’s Word. Luther wrote in the 

very first of his Ninety-Five Theses: When 

our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said 

repent, he willed the entire life of the 

believer to be one of repentance. That’s 

what it means to be a Christian: 

constantly confessing sin; continually 

trusting in Christ for forgiveness. That’s 

what it means to “make straight the way 

for the Lord.” 

The apostle John summed this all up for 

us beautifully in his First Epistle: If we 

claim to be without sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:8-9). 

My friends, what a joy to know that when 

we take our sins to the cross of Christ we 

can leave them there! They are forgiven! 

All of them! The blood of Jesus … purifies 

us from all sin (1 John 1:7). 

So when the devil comes to you and says, 

“You haven’t lived the kind of life God 

wants you to live,” you can say: “You’re 

right, Satan. I haven’t. But Jesus did. He is 

a lamb without blemish or defect (1 Peter 

1:19). He lived a perfect life in my place.” 

When the evil one whispers in your ear 

late at night, “You’re a terrible sinner. God 

can’t possibly forgive the likes of you,” tell 

him: “You’re half right. I am a terrible 

sinner. But here’s where you’re wrong: 

God can and does forgive me. Jesus won 

my forgiveness on the cross. He paid for 

all of my sins. ‘It is finished’” (John 19:30). 

When the deceiver comes acting like 

some kind of Satanic “Soup Nazi” and 

says: “No heaven for you! God doesn’t 

allow any impurity to enter his heavenly 

mansion,” you can slam the door in his 

face: “Once again, Satan, you’re half right. 

God won’t allow any impurity into 

heaven. But on the third day Jesus rose. 

That’s the guarantee that all he did for me 

worked. Through faith in him God has 

declared me holy and pure. I am going to 

spend eternity in heaven. The empty 

tomb proves it!” 

It’s been said that “confession is good for 

the soul.” Get it off your chest and you’ll 
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feel better. There’s some truth to that, I 

guess. But confession without faith is 

useless. Confession without faith is not 

repentance. So, my friends, repent. 

“Make straight the way for the Lord.” 

Confess your sins. Trust your Savior. Such 

repentant faith is what makes us ready to 

receive him when he comes again. 

What’s the difference between driving on 

a U.S. highway and the German Autobahn. 

Speed, right? There’s no speed limit on 

the Autobahn. But there’s another 

difference. On average the Autobahn is 

twice as thick as the roads here in 

America. That’s because our government 

only requires a road to last ten years. The 

German government requires its road 

builders to guarantee the life of the road 

for forty years. The thicker and deeper the 

asphalt, the stronger the road and the 

longer it lasts. My friends, repentance is 

not a shallow or superficial exercise. It’s 

not simply a mouthing of the right words. 

Repentance must run deep, deep in our 

hearts. So, with the Spirit’s help, let’s all 

“make straight the way for the Lord.” 

Let’s build a quality road to welcome our 

coming Savior. Let’s continue confessing 

our sins and trusting in Christ for his 

forgiveness. And let’s keep doing so until 

he returns in glory. Amen. 

S.D.G. 

  


