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WE ARE BLESSED WITH DUAL CITIZENSHIP 

Matthew 22:15-22 | Lutheran Heritage Series | October 12 & 15, 2017 

 

[Jesus] said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

 

Jesus 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 

It was a trap, and Jesus knew it. You see, 

people in Jesus’ day didn’t like paying 

taxes any more than people do today, 

perhaps even less so since their tax dollars 

were used to support their hated Roman 

conquerors. Jesus’ enemies picked this 

emotional and controversial subject to try 

and trip him up. Their question was 

simple: Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or 

not? If Jesus had said, “Yes. Pay the 

taxes,” then the crowds could have turned 

against him for siding with their Roman 

overlords. If Jesus had, “No. Don’t pay the 

taxes,” then his enemies could have 

accused him of treason and handed him 

over for prosecution. 

Again, Jesus knew what they were up to. 

So he asked for a coin. Turning the coin 

over in his hands, Jesus calmly asked: 

“Whose image is this? And whose 

inscription?” They didn’t need to look at 

the coin to answer. Just like we know 

George Washington’s picture is on a 

quarter, they knew whose image was on 

that denarius. “Caesar’s.” 

Then came Jesus’ brilliant answer, an 

answer that caused their trap to fall apart: 

“Give back to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

Jesus’ enemies stood there for a while in 

open-mouthed amazement. Then they 

just went away. There was nothing more 

to say. 

With those words Jesus acknowledged the 

existence of two distinct kingdoms. An 

earthly kingdom and a heavenly kingdom. 

A kingdom ruled by the sword, and a 

kingdom established by the gospel. The 

government, and the church. Luther 

called them the Kingdom of the Left Hand 

and the Kingdom of the Right Hand. We 

live in both. WE ARE BLESSED WITH DUAL 

CITIZENSHIP. (1) We have the privilege of 

citizenship under an earthly government 

instituted by God for our good. (2) We 

also enjoy the privilege of citizenship in 

the kingdom of faith by which the Lord 

Jesus rules in our hearts. Today we 

explore the biblical teaching of the two 

kingdoms. 

I. The Kingdom of the Left Hand 

Like the crowds of Jesus’ day, we too must 

pay taxes. We owe allegiance to an earthly 

government. However, we have a 

perspective on this that’s different from 

most in the world. We know that all 

earthly governments and their authority 

to rule comes from God. Our Epistle 

reading told us: Let everyone be subject 

to the governing authorities, for there is 

no authority except that which God has 

established. The authorities that exist 

have been established by God (Romans 
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13:1). God is our King. He rules the entire 

universe. One of the ways he rules over 

and provides for our care is through the 

earthly governments he places over us. 

The government’s job is to care for our 

bodies, to keep law and order, to provide 

some degree of peace and safety in a 

dangerous, sin-corrupted world. The 

government’s tool for getting the job 

done is the sword. If you do wrong, be 

afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword 

for no reason (Romans 13:4). Through the 

threat of punishment – fines, 

imprisonment, even capital punishment – 

the government discourages crime and 

chaos. This is a good thing. Our 

government isn’t perfect. None are. But 

God can even use unbelieving and corrupt 

rulers for our good. 

What do we owe to the government in 

return? The first thing we owe is 

obedience. Peter tells us to “submit 

yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every 

human authority” (1 Peter 2:13). Our 

world chafes under authority and seeks to 

rebel at every opportunity. We are not to 

be like that. We are to obey the law of the 

land. We do so not because we fear 

punishment, but because our God tells us 

it’s the right thing to do. The only time 

when we can disobey – in fact, must 

disobey – is when the government 

commands us to do something contrary to 

God’s Word, like stop preaching the 

gospel. Then “we must obey God rather 

than men” (Acts 5:29). 

We also have an obligation to support the 

government God has placed over us. We 

do this by paying taxes. As Jesus said, 

“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s.” Not 

only that, but if the government calls us to 

service, say in a time of war, we are 

obligated to do our duty. 

In addition to this we are to honor the 

rulers God has placed over. This is really a 

Fourth Commandment issue. We are not 

to despise them or try to hinder their 

work. We may respectfully disagree with 

the authorities. In our nation we can even 

vote them out of office. But we are not 

allowed to make fun of them or call them 

names. Think of David whose conscience 

bothered him over the small offence of 

cutting off of Saul’s robe. Why? Because 

Saul was the Lord’s anointed king (1 

Samuel 24:5). That’s the kind of respect 

God’s wants us to have for our leaders in 

government. 

Finally, we are pray for our government. 

Paul wrote to Timothy: I urge … that 

petitions, prayers, intercession and 

thanksgiving be made for all people—for 

kings and all those in authority, that we 

may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 

godliness and holiness (1 Timothy 2:1-2). 

So how are we doing? We regularly speed 

and roll through stop signs. If we do obey 

it’s usually because we don’t want a 

ticket. We are sometimes a little less than 

accurate and honest when filling out our 

1040s, and more than a little selfish when 

going to the ballot box. We grin at 

derogatory political cartoons in the 

newspaper, and laugh right along with the 

late-night comedians as they trash our 

elected leaders.  We use our mouths to 
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criticize and call names rather than calling 

on our heavenly Father to bless and guide 

those who have the difficult job of 

governing. This is sin. And like all sin it 

damns. 

II. The Kingdom of the Right Hand 

This is why it’s so wonderful to know, we 

aren’t just citizens of an earthly kingdom, 

but also of a heavenly one. We are also 

citizens of the Kingdom of the Right Hand, 

the kingdom of grace, the Church – with a 

capital C, the sum total of all believers. 

This kingdom is different than the other 

kingdom. Its purpose goes beyond care 

for bodies and peace on earth. It’s all 

about the care of souls and peace with 

God that never ends. It uses a different 

tool to accomplish this job. It wields not a 

sword of iron, but the Sword of the Spirit, 

the Word of God, the gospel in Word and 

sacrament. Through that gospel King Jesus 

rules in our hearts. 

On the basis of this gospel, what do we 

believe about our King? We believe that 

he left his heavenly throne and became 

like one of his subjects. He wrapped 

himself in our flesh and blood, lived under 

law and obeyed it perfectly in our place. 

Jesus never broke the laws of the land, 

never made fun of authorities, never 

failed to pay his taxes. He was truly a 

model citizen. His obedience to the Fourth 

Commandment– like his obedience to the 

other nine – counts for us. 

We believe that King Jesus, the Creator 

and Ruler of all, gave up his crown of gold 

for a crown of thorns, that he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:8). 

He threw himself on the grenade of God’s 

wrath and punishment that should have 

fallen on us. His holy blood is the full 

payment that cancels our debt of sin. “It is 

finished” (John 19:30). 

And we believe that he rose in victory on 

the third day – as he always said he would 

– and that he shares his victory with us. 

Our shackles are shattered. We are free 

from slavery to sin and Satan. Death no 

longer has mastery over us. On top of all 

this our risen and ascended King sits at 

the right hand of God, in the place of 

ultimate power and authority, ruling over 

all things in heaven and on earth for us 

and for our good.  

What do we owe our heavenly King? We 

owe him our obedience. For us “his 

commands are not burdensome” (1 John 

5:3). We don’t keep them just to avoid 

punishment or in some vain attempt to 

save ourselves, but to thank him for 

punishment already endured and 

salvation already accomplished at the 

cross. We keep them because we want to. 

“We love because he first love us” (1 

John 4:19). 

We owe him our honor, our worship and 

our praise. Peter wrote about the citizens 

of the kingdom of grace, about us: You 

are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light (1 Peter 

2:9). As those called out of the darkness 
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of unbelief into the light of faith, as those 

declared holy in the God’s sight through 

faith in Jesus, as God’s own beloved 

people we worship him, not only in his 

house once a week, but every hour of 

every day as we serve our neighbors in 

love and proclaim the glorious good news 

of a God who loves the unlovable. 

We owe him careful stewardship of the 

blessings he has entrusted to us: our time, 

our talents, our treasures, even the 

temples of our bodies. We use these 

resources in ways that brings him glory, as 

we work and study, rest and play and 

worship. We do all this not because he’s 

standing over with a sword threatening 

us, but because he stood in our place 

under God’s judgment, went to the cross 

and won our salvation. 

I have a friend who has dual citizenship, 

both American and Canadian. Not sure 

what advantages come from having such 

dual citizenship, but I do know the 

blessings of our dual citizenship. As 

citizens of this country our God blesses us 

with many freedoms and privileges, with 

much peace and prosperity. And who can 

praise him enough for the blessings of his 

kingdom of grace. Because of the Father’s 

love, because of Jesus’s selfless sacrifice, 

because of the Spirit’s call to faith, we 

enjoy blessings that never end. Because of 

God’s grace our citizenship in in heaven 

(Philippians 3:20). To our gracious King 

alone be all the glory. Amen. 

S.D.G. 

 


