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SHOULD JESUS REALLY BE WATCHING MY WEALTH? 

Mark 12:41-44 | 10 for 10 Week Three | September 19/22 2019 

 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 

putting their money into the temple treasury. 

Jesu Juva!

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

This week in catechism class we’ve been 

studying God’s attributes, those 

characteristics that make him who he is. 

We’ve learned that God is holy, eternal 

and loving. We’ve also learned the big 

“omni” words that describe our God. 

Omni is the Latin word for “all.”  Our God 

is omnipotent (all powerful). He is 

omniscient (all knowing). He is 

omnipresent (present everywhere all the 

time). 

These words are both comforting and a 

little unnerving. That God is omnipotent 

means he has power to take care of me, 

but it also means he has power to judge 

and destroy me. That God is omniscient 

means he knows what I am going through, 

but he also knows every thought that 

pops up in my brain and every word that 

leaves my mouth. That God is 

omnipresent means that he is with me 

wherever I go, but it also means he sees 

everything I do. Jesus is watching. 

Imagine that you’re sitting in church when 

it comes time for the offering. You 

suddenly realize you forgot to write out 

the check. Since you’re sitting in the back, 

you’ve got the time to take care of this. 

You pull your checkbook and a pen and 

begin to fill in the check. That’s when the 

guy sitting next to you leans over in a not-

so-subtle effort to get a glimpse of your 

check and see how much you give. How 

rude! No respect for a person’s privacy! 

Listen again to our text: Jesus sat down 

opposite the place where the offerings 

were put and watched. Seems like our 

Savior has no respect for privacy either. 

And here’s a sobering thought: If he 

watched the widow put in her offering, 

he’s probably keeping an eye on mine too. 

So we ask: SHOULD JESUS REALLY BE 

WATCHING MY WEALTH? 

+ + + 

It may surprise us to learn that Jesus was 

watching people give their offerings. But 

what should surprise us even more is 

when this happened: Tuesday of Holy 

Week. In a few days Jesus would hang on 

a cross. Of all the things he could have 

been doing he chose to sit down at the 

temple and watch people put in their 

offerings. He wasn’t just taking a breather. 

He was studying the people as they gave 

their offerings. To shy and discreet 

Lutherans like us, the thought of Jesus 

sitting there watching, staring, studying, 

makes us more than a bit uncomfortable. 

So what did Jesus see? Many rich people 

threw in large amounts. Makes sense. We 
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would expect rich families to be big givers. 

But the Greek word used here seems to 

indicate that they were getting in the 

offering line over and over again – almost 

like they wanted to be seen. “Excuse me, 

Mr. Usher. Can you pass the plate down 

our pew one more time? I want to put my 

other envelope in.” Jesus could not only 

see the amounts in their hands but the 

attitudes of their hearts. 

Then Jesus saw someone else. A poor 

widow came and put in two very small 

copper coins, worth only a few cents. No 

one would have mistaken her for a big 

giver. Widows were almost universally 

poor in those days. They had no reliable 

source of income, and social security 

wouldn’t be around for another 1,900 

years. This woman didn’t have two dimes 

to rub together. All she had was two tiny, 

copper coins. No surprise there. 

What is surprising is what our all-knowing 

Savior said about this. Calling his disciples 

to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this 

poor widow has put more into the 

treasury than all the others.” Can you see 

the disciples scratching their heads? 

“What are you talking about, Lord? She 

gave a pittance. The other put in more 

money than I’ve ever seen.” But Jesus 

could see something they couldn’t see. 

“They all gave out of their wealth; but 

she, out of her poverty, put in 

everything—all she had to live on.”  

Jerusalem’s big givers gave out of their 

abundance. They gave thousands but still 

had many, many more thousands left. 

When they were done at the Temple they 

went home to their comfortable 

mansions. They gave big gifts but there 

was precious little personal sacrifice 

behind those gifts. They gave some of the 

frosting on the cake, but still had plenty of 

cake and plenty of frosting left over. 

The widow was different. She didn’t give 

the frosting because she had no cake. She 

gave her bread money! She gave “all she 

had to live on” – which was only a few 

cents. The amount of her offering was 

tiny, but her self-sacrifice was total. She 

gave until she had nothing left. And yet 

she still possessed everything. She had 

her Lord. She had God’s promises and 

God’s gift of faith to trust them. Here’s 

the lesson for us: The widow gave even 

beyond her ability, because she trusted 

her Lord’s ability to care for her. 

If you had been there that day and you 

saw what Jesus saw, what would have said 

to that widow: “No, no, dear, don’t do 

that! God knows your heart. He knows 

your bank account too. He knows you’ll 

give some day when you’re in a better 

place. Take those coins and go get 

something to eat.” We probably would 

have been tempted to talk her out of 

giving that offering. We would have tried 

to talk her out of the very thing Jesus 

commanded her to do. Is it possible that 

sometimes we are really good at making 

pious-sounding arguments NOT to give 

and really bad at encouraging one another 

toward godly generosity? 

Finally, it comes down to this: Do we trust 

God or don’t we? That’s a “yes and no” 

question. When’s the last time we gave 
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sacrificially – trusting in God and staking 

our future on his promises? For example: 

Why is it seemingly so easy to send 

thousands of dollars a year to Fidelity or 

Edward Jones or Charles Schwab? 

Because we trust them to make our 

money grow. Here’s the thing: They make 

no promise that our money will grow. Just 

the opposite. They give us legal language 

and fine print: Past performance is no 

guarantee of future results. 

Eddie Jones makes no promises. God 

does! You will be enriched in every way 

so that you can be generous on every 

occasion, and through us your generosity 

will result in thanksgiving to God (2 

Corinthians 9:11). Why are we so tempted 

to trust Fidelity more than our faithful 

Father? Why do we so often take comfort 

in our investments, but fear offerings will 

result in a net loss? 

The reason that we often fail to imitate 

the widow’s sacrificial gift: We don’t really 

trust God to take care of us body and soul. 

Do you know what the cure for such an 

attitude is? Jesus. 

God offered his all, his everything for you 

in his Son. God didn’t just clink a couple of 

coins into the pot. He gave you the double 

treasure of his Son’s perfect life lived for 

you and his innocent death died for you. 

Jesus knows all about coins. When Satan 

tempted him with the wealth of the 

world, Jesus told him to go jump in a lake. 

When the money changers were fleecing 

the flock in the temple courts, he made a 

whip and drove them out. Days after 

watching the widow, Jesus would be 

arrested in Gethsemane, sold for thirty 

silver coins by one of his closest friends. 

Think about that. Jesus never had so 

much as a greedy thought, but human 

greed led directly to his crucifixion. Thank 

God for that! On that cross he bled and 

died for those who love copper more than 

Christ, those who long for silver more 

than their Savior – even for you and me! 

Jesus knows all about widows too – and 

their needs. Just three days after watching 

a widow in the temple courts, he looked 

down from the cross on another widow – 

his own mother. He talked to John and 

made sure that her future needs were 

cared for. Even though his hands were 

nailed to a cross, he opened them to take 

care of her. He does the same for us. He 

opens his crucified hands and satisfies the 

desires of every living thing. 

My friends, in Jesus, we have everything – 

the forgiveness we crave and the 

motivation we so desperately need to 

open our hands in way that glorifies our 

God and cares for our neighbor. 

Jesus is still watching his peoples’ wealth. 

He’s still watching us. What’s he going to 

see when we bring our offerings? A paltry 

tip? A mere obligation? A joyless chore? 

God forbid! Instead, let’s give him our 

best offerings: firstfruits, proportional, 

sacrificial, carefully planned and 

cheerfully given. We have every reason to 

give in that way. And the most important 

reason of all is this: Jesus gave himself for 

us. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

S.D.G. 


