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USE YOUR FAITH EYES 

Hebrews 11:1, 8-12 | Ninth Sunday after Pentecost | August 8/11, 2019 

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 

Jesu Juva!

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

For a while I wasn’t sure if I wanted to be 

a pastor or an optometrist. I’m sure some 

of you are thinking: So what did you 

decide? I became a pastor, but I’m still 

kind of fascinated by optometry. Did you 

know that, as early as the tenth century, 

the Chinese began putting magnifying 

lenses into frames to be worn over the 

eyes? In about 1760 Benjamin Franklin 

made a major breakthrough: the bifocal 

lens. I have him to thank for these. Many 

years later came the invention of the hard 

contact lens and not long after, the soft. 

Today breakthroughs in eye surgery seem 

to be happening almost daily. People can 

now have various procedures performed 

so that they don’t have to wear glasses at 

all. Mankind, in his ingenuity, has come up 

with a number of remarkable ways of 

correcting poor vision. 

Correcting spiritual vision isn’t as easy. In 

fact, man can’t do it at all. Only God can. 

People are born not just spiritually near-

sighted, but spiritually blind—unable to 

see God, unable to trust in his promises, 

unable to find their way to heaven. But 

God, in his grace corrects man’s spiritual 

blindness, with the gift of faith. You are 

here today because God has given you 

that precious gift. On the basis of his 

Word I want to encourage you to USE 

YOUR FAITH EYES. Use them to be certain 

of what you can’t always see today. Use 

them to be sure of what you hope for in 

the future. 

I. To Be Sure of What You Can’t Always 

See Today 

The Christian people to whom our text 

was addressed were suffering. The 

emperor had outlawed Christianity, and 

so Christians were persecuted. Judaism, 

on the other hand, was still legal. Many 

Jews continued to worship at the temple, 

and no one really bothered them. 

Because of this Hebrew Christians were 

beginning to doubt God’s promises. They 

began to look for an easier way. The grass 

on the other side of the fence began to 

look a whole lot greener. One of the 

purpose of this letter was to keep these 

suffering Christians from returning to 

Judaism. So the author stresses the 

superiority of faith in Christ. Only Jesus 

saves. 

We don’t suffer like those people did. For 

example, we aren’t worshipping in a 

secret location this morning. We have a 

prominent building with well-lit signage. 

We actually advertise our presence and 

invite people to join us! No, we have no 

fear that the authorities are going to bust 

in here and arrest us. But we do have 

fears. We do suffer. And the devil uses 

those sufferings to tempt us to doubt 
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God’s promises and even to abandon our 

faith completely. 

Doubt is the devil’s greatest weapon 

against us. Did God really say …? is the 

serpent’s  favorite cliché. He used it 

against Adam and Eve. This slippery-

tongued liar still uses it against us. Did 

God really say, “I love you”? I mean look 

at all the trouble in your life. You lost your 

job. You went through an awful divorce. 

Doesn’t sound like love to me. Did God 

really say, “I forgive you”? Then how come 

you don’t feel forgiven? Why does the 

guilt continue to haunt you? Did God 

really say, “I’ll take care of you”? Fine job 

he’s doing. You’re sick. You’re in pain. 

You’re depressed. Your life is full of stress, 

and out of control. Some God! 

You know what’s even sadder than all this 

garbage that spews out of Satan’s mouth? 

The fact that sometimes you and I buy it. 

We human beings, you see, like to have 

proof. We like to see things with our eyes, 

experience them with our senses. 

Sometimes what we experience and feel 

doesn’t seem to square with God’s 

promises. It’s then that we begin to doubt 

his love and care. 

Satan plants a suggestion, a little seed of 

doubt in our hearts. Then we act as the 

gardeners. We water and fertilize that 

little seed of doubt until it grows into a 

huge, gnarled tree with deep roots that 

threaten to choke our faith to death. 

Friends, let’s call it what it is. Doubt is sin. 

It’s like telling the God of truth that he is a 

liar. For our doubt we deserve to be 

punished eternally. For our doubts we 

need to honestly, humbly repent. 

Children of God, remember his promise to 

you: “I love you and I forgive you and I 

always will.” Maybe you’ve seen the 

bumper sticker: GOD SAID IT. I BELIEVE IT. 

THAT SETTLES IT. That’s what the author 

of text was getting at when he wrote 

these beautiful words: Faith is confidence 

in what we hope for and assurance about 

what we do not see. Faith means taking 

God at his Word in spite of the evidence. 

Like Abraham did. 

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a 

place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even 

though he did not know where he was 

going. Abraham trusted the Lord. He had 

never set foot in the land of Canaan. Yet 

God told him it would be his. God told him 

to go there. Abraham believed. And his 

faith produced obedience. He dropped 

everything. He left behind all that was 

familiar to him, literally pulled up stakes 

and went where the Lord told him to go. 

Even though he had never laid eyes on 

this Promised Land, he believed God’s 

promise. 

We can’t always see God’s promises 

either. We can’t prove them with logic. 

We can’t examine them in the laboratory. 

Yet we believe them. Why? Because of the 

One making those promises. Because the 

Lord is faithful. Because he keeps his 

promises. 

God promises “I [love] you with an 

everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). And we 

believe him, not because everything is so 

perfect in our lives, but because God 
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always keeps his promises. God promises, 

“Take heart! Your sins are forgiven” 

(Matthew 9:2). And we believe him, not 

because we always feel forgiven, but 

because we know Jesus hung on a cross in 

our place. God promises, “[I care] for 

you” (1 Peter 5:7). And we believe him, 

not because everything always goes our 

way, but because God is faithful. 

We can’t always see the evidence of God 

keeping his promises. In fact, sometimes 

the evidence says he isn’t. But we believe 

in spite of the evidence. That’s what faith 

is. Faith is being certain of what we do not 

see. 

How did you get such a faith? The Bible 

calls faith “the gift of God” (Ephesians 

2:8). The Holy Spirit first gave you this gift 

at your Baptism. Ever since then he has 

been strengthening and sustaining your 

faith with the food of his Word and the 

meal of his body and blood. 

It’s the Spirit’s gift of faith that enables 

you to say, “I don’t see it, but I believe it.” 

You weren’t at Jesus’ birth. Yet you 

believe that Jesus was “born of a woman, 

born under law, to redeem those under 

law” (Galatians 4:4), including you. You 

didn’t walk the dusty roads with Jesus to 

see firsthand his perfect life. Yet you 

believe that he was “tempted in every 

way just as we are—yet he did not sin” 

(Hebrews 4:15), and you trust that his 

perfect life counts for you. You weren’t 

among those who watched our Lord’s 

crucifixion, you didn’t go out to that tomb 

the first Easter morning. Yet you believe 

what the Bible clearly states: “He was 

delivered over to death for our sins and 

was raised to life for our justification” (Ro 

4:25). 

Friends, thank God for this precious gift! 

God has given you the eyes of faith. Use 

those eyes to see his promises for you 

today. And use them to gaze into the 

future. 

II. To Be Sure of What You Hope for In the 

Future 

Abraham was looking forward to the 

future. God made this 99-year-old a 

remarkable promise: “Look up at the 

heavens and count the stars—if indeed 

you can count them … so shall your 

offspring be” (Genesis 15:5). There was 

no human reason that Abraham should 

have believed God’s promise. He and his 

wife were old, well past child-bearing 

years. But he did believe God. He believed 

that God would bring many descendants 

from him. He believed that one of those 

descendants would become a blessing for 

all people (Ge 26:4). Abraham never saw 

that descendant with his physical eyes. 

But with his faith eyes he did see the 

Savior. And he saw the result of that 

Savior’s work: forgiveness and eternal life. 

Abraham, the wanderer, who lived in 

tents next to a foreign people he didn’t 

know, looked forward to “the city with 

foundations whose architect and builder 

is God.” He looked forward to permanent 

existence with God in heaven. 

Do we see this heavenly city? Many things 

in this life blur our vision. Suffering does. 

Suffering can be like blinders that shield 
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our eyes. We get so engrossed in our pain 

that we can’t see the eternal peace God 

has in store for us. We need to remember 

what Paul wrote: “Our present sufferings 

aren’t worth comparing with the glory 

that will be revealed in us” (Romans 

8:18).  

Pleasure sometimes blurs our vision. We 

become too focused on having heaven 

here on earth, too wrapped up in this 

world’s trinkets and baubles. Then comes 

worry. Worry about what we will eat and 

drink and wear can be like cataracts that 

cloud our eyes. 

Friends, with the Spirit’s help get rid of all 

these things that blur your vision. And 

look forward with joy to your eternal 

future. Like Abraham you can look 

forward to a glorious future in heaven—

thanks be to Christ! With the eyes of faith 

you can see that heavenly city he won for 

you. And what a sight it is! A place of 

perfect, permanent peace and pleasure 

with your Savior-God. That’s the future 

God has in store for you. 

Have you ever received a notice in the 

mail from your optometrist reminding you 

that it’s time to have your eyes checked? 

Usually these come about once a year. Do 

you get right on it, or does it take a while? 

I went in for my appointment a couple of 

weeks ago. It had been over two years. 

We are all busy, so busy that we can even 

neglect something as important as our 

eyes. But let’s never neglect our faith 

eyes. God has given us his Word and his 

sacraments to strengthen our faith so that 

we see his promises with clear vision and 

serve him with vigorous thankful 

obedience. So take care of your faith eyes. 

Use them to see God’s promises. Trust in 

him to keep those promises. Amen. 

S.D.G. 

  

 


