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LORD, GIVE YOUR SERVANT A DISCERNING HEART 

1 Kings 3:5-12 | Eighth Sunday after Pentecost | July 27 & 30, 2017 

 

Solomon prayed: “Give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to 

distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?” 

 

Jesus 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 

It’s an old and familiar story:  A boy finds 

an old, tarnished oil lamp. He tries to 

polish the lamp and make it shine again. 

As he rubs it out pops a genie, a powerful, 

supernatural creature from Arab folklore. 

The genie then offers to grant the boy 

three wishes. In some of the stories there 

are restrictions to what can be wished for. 

For example, in Disney’s version of the 

story, Aladdin, there are three restrictions. 

No killing anybody. No bringing back the 

dead. No making someone fall in love with 

you. Other than that, the boy can wish for 

whatever he wants. 

That’s just an old story, but it came to 

mind as I studied the portion of God’s 

Word before us this morning. What we 

have before us today is no fairy tale, but 

an account of a real event in history, an 

event that took place about 3,000 years 

ago. There is no lamp and God is certainly 

no genie. So what got me thinking about 

the old story of Aladdin and the lamp? 

One detail is very similar. Solomon was 

given the opportunity to ask for whatever 

he wanted. He didn’t need to rub an old 

lamp to gain such an opportunity. The 

God of faithful love came to Solomon and 

offered him this opportunity purely out of 

grace and mercy. 

Solomon’s petition is surprising: LORD, 

GIVE YOUR SERVANT A DISCERNING 

HEART. We can learn a lot his prayer. Like 

Solomon we need to make such a request. 

Like Solomon we may make such a 

request. And like Solomon we can expect 

God’s gracious answer. 

I. Like Solomon We Need to Make Such a 

Request 

“Ask me for whatever you want.” What 

would you have asked for? Money? Good 

health and long life? An end to all your 

problems? True love? Those things would 

certainly come to mind. I bet they came 

into Solomon’s mind as well. But before 

he answered he thought things through 

carefully. 

“You have shown great kindness to your 

servant, my father David, because he was 

faithful to you and righteous and upright 

in heart. You have continued this great 

kindness to him and have given him a 

son to sit on his throne this very day.” 

Solomon began with a humble realization. 

It was only because of God’s “great 

kindness” that David sat on the throne of 

God’s chosen people, and it was only 

because of the same kindness that he 

occupied the same position. His kingship 

was an undeserved gift. 
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Solomon continued: “Now, LORD my God, 

you have made your servant king in place 

of my father David. But I am only a little 

child and do not know how to carry out 

my duties. 8 Your servant is here among 

the people you have chosen, a great 

people, too numerous to count or 

number.” The Hebrew literally says, “I do 

not know how to come in or go out.” It’s 

almost like Solomon is saying, “I don’t 

know up from down or left from right. I 

have no idea what I’m doing. I’m just a 

punk kid. And I’m supposed to govern 

your chosen people! I’m supposed to be 

the spiritual head of Israel! It’s too much 

for me!” 

There’s and old saying: Power corrupts. 

Absolute power corrupts absolutely. 

Solomon possessed absolute power in 

Israel and Judah. But the Lord gave him a 

humble heart. Solomon recognized that a 

sinful man like himself just wasn’t up to 

the task before him. And so he made his 

humble request: “Give your servant a 

discerning heart to govern your people 

and to distinguish between right and 

wrong.” Oh, that every leader would offer 

such a prayer to the one true God! 

But it’s not just a prayer for leaders. This 

is a prayer every Christian should pray. 

Pop psychologists talk a lot about self-

esteem. They say that to succeed in life 

one needs to have a positive self-image. 

They say we need to be confident and 

self-assured so that we can get what we 

want out of life. Confidence and self-

esteem are fine to a point, but what we 

really need is a good, honest self-

evaluation. When we do that on the basis 

of God’s Word, we’ll realize that we 

sinners just aren’t up to the tasks God has 

placed before us. By ourselves we simply 

cannot handle our responsibilities. 

In our hymnal’s Personal Preparation for 

Holy Communion we find these searching 

questions: “[How well have I] carried out 

my responsibilities as a husband or wife 

or single person, as a parent or child, an 

employer or employee, a teacher or 

student?” I know how well the sinful son 

of Margaret and Bob Sims has done. We 

sinners leave behind us an ugly trail of 

slipshod work, missed opportunities, hurt 

feelings and broken relationships. On our 

own, with our meager power and 

strength, we just can’t do it. We can’t do 

what God wants us to do. The only thing 

we sinners can do by our own power and 

strength is earn a swim in the eternal lake 

of fire.  

When it comes to carrying out my God-

given responsibilities, when it comes to 

living the kind of life that my God can call 

pleasing, I need all the help I can get. And 

so do you. We do well to pray in humility 

as Solomon did, “Lord, give your servant 

a discerning heart.” 

II. Like Solomon We May Make Such a 

Request 

Here’s an important question: Considering 

his humble state and the fact that he was 

a sinner, how is it that Solomon would 

dare to ask for anything from the Almighty 

in the first place? I know he was king but 

he was still a sinner. In fact, not long after 

this we find out that Solomon “had seven 

hundred wives … and three hundred 
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concubines, and his wives led him astray” 

(1 Kings 11:3). Solomon let his unbelieving 

harem lead him into idolatry! As you can 

imagine, the one true God wasn’t smiling. 

So how can this deeply flawed man ask for 

anything from a holy God? For that matter 

how can any of us? 

James tells us that “the prayer of a 

righteous person is powerful and 

effective” (James 5:16). And we answer, 

“That’s all good and well, but I’m not 

righteous. I’m not holy and perfect. I’m a 

sinner.” No. You’re not. You are sinners. 

I’m a sinner. And yet, in another very real 

sense, no one here today is a sinner. Not 

you. Not me. Not in God’s eyes. 

Think of a 3D movie. If you try to watch a 

3D movie without the special glasses 

you’ll only see a jumbled mess on the 

screen. But put the glasses on and 

everything looks right. In a sense God 

looks at us through J.C. glasses. Without 

those glasses we’re a mess. But when God 

looks at us through the lens of his one and 

only Son everything looks right, because 

he did all things right for us. 

You see, Jesus obeyed perfectly in our 

place. When it came to keeping God’s 

commands Jesus never phoned it in or cut 

corners. He just obeyed. Perfectly. At all 

times. Without fail. He never sinned. By 

faith he credits his perfect life to us. So 

when God looks at us he sees only 

perfect, obedient, sinless people. 

Jesus was not only perfect in life, he was 

perfect in death. Jesus stretched out his 

arms on the cross, willingly received the 

nails, poured out his precious blood, 

suffered the hell we deserve, and thus 

paid for all our sins. Because Jesus made 

this payment in our place, it’s as if we 

made it. His holy blood washed away the 

stain of our sin. So when God looks at us 

he sees only pure, sinless perfection. 

Jesus was not only perfect in death, he 

perfectly defeated death. Three days after 

he entered the tomb Jesus came out 

again, full of life and victory for us. 

Because he did we know that sin, death 

and Satan are defeated. We know that our 

sins are forgiven. We know that heaven is 

our home. We know that we are righteous 

in God’s eyes and will remain so forever 

and ever. And, therefore, we also know 

that “we may approach God with 

freedom and confidence” (Ephesians 

3:12). Like Solomon before us, we have 

the privilege of bringing our requests to 

God. 

III. Like Solomon We Can Expect the 

Lord’s Gracious Answer 

And, also like Solomon, we can expect 

God’s gracious answer. Listen again to 

how God responded to Solomon’s 

request: “Since you have asked for this 

and not for long life or wealth for 

yourself, nor have asked for the death of 

your enemies but for discernment in 

administering justice, 12 I will do what 

you have asked. I will give you a wise and 

discerning heart, so that there will never 

have been anyone like you, nor will there 

ever be.” It is not an overstatement to say 

that Solomon was the wisest man in 

history. People came from far and wide to 

hear his wisdom. And that’s not all God 



4 | P a g e  

 

granted him. God also made Solomon 

very wealthy. Again, it’s probably not an 

overstatement to say that Solomon was 

the richest man in history. 

When I think of Solomon’s request and 

the Lord’s response I can’t help but think 

of words Jesus spoke a thousand years 

after Solomon. “Seek first his kingdom 

and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well” 

(Matthew 6:33). Solomon put spiritual 

matters first. He asked for godly wisdom. 

God graciously gave him that and so much 

more. 

Does the good Lord do any less for us? 

Jesus promised, “I tell you the truth, my 

Father will give you whatever you ask in 

my name” (John 16:23). James tells us, “If 

any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask 

God, who gives generously to all without 

finding fault, and it will be given to him” 

(1:5). My friends, why should Solomon 

have all the wisdom? Ask the Lord. All of 

you, come before God in the freedom and 

confidence that Christ gives, and ask for 

that Solomon-like heart. God has ears 

that are open to our cries and a heart of 

compassion for his children. Ask: Lord, 

give me the wisdom to be a good husband 

and father. Lord, help me to give my 

children what they need the most. Lord, 

help me to find direction and purpose in 

life – help me see what really matters. 

Lord, make me wise for salvation through 

faith in your Son. Yes, Christian, pray! And 

expect that God will graciously hear and 

answer. 

You will never get anything by rubbing an 

old oil lamp. The only genies are the ones 

that open garage doors. The king that 

grant wishes – just a fairy tale. The reality 

is much better. Like Solomon we can ask 

God for anything according to his will. We 

can pray, “Lord, give your servant a 

discerning heart.” And we can be sure 

that a gracious God will hear and answer. 

He will give us all that we need, and then 

some. That’s his promise. Amen. 

S.D.G. 


