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GOD’S WORD WORKS 

Isaiah 55:6-11 | Presentation of the Augsburg Confession | June 22 & 25, 2017 

 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering 

the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for 

the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but 

will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

 

Jesus 

  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 

Holy Roman Emperor Charles V had a 

problem. The armies of the Turkish 

Empire were knocking at the door, and 

they weren’t there to borrow a cup of 

sugar. They were at the eastern gates with 

invasion on their minds. The last thing 

Charles needed was controversy and 

division. To face the Turkish threat, he 

needed unity. And so he hoped, at first 

through kindness and later through 

threats, to stop the advance of 

Lutheranism and to restore Romanism 

throughout his vast empire. He hoped 

that a meeting at Augsburg would make 

this happen. Things didn’t go as he hoped. 

On Saturday, June 25, 1530, at 3:00 in the 

afternoon, Dr. Christian Beyer stood 

before the Emperor of The Holy Roman 

Empire and in a clear and loud voice 

began reading a document that clearly 

explained what Lutherans believe on the 

basis of God’s Word – the Augsburg 

Confession. Through the open window a 

hushed crowd hung on every word just 

like the 200 or so people gathered in the 

hall. When Dr. Speyer finished reading, Dr. 

Gregory Brueck handed copies of the 

confession in both Latin and German to 

the Emperor and said, “Most gracious 

Emperor, this is a confession that will 

even prevail against the gates of hell, 

with the grace and help of God.” George, 

Margrave of Brandenburg, summed up 

the spirit of the Lutherans in all of this: 

“Before I would deny my God and his 

Gospel, I would rather kneel down 

before your Imperial Emperor and let you 

cut off my head.” 

Wow! What caused all these men, laity 

and clergy, citizens and rulers, to take this 

brave stand? What moved them to make 

such a confession in spite the Emperor’s 

threats, even the threat of death? The 

Word of God, that’s what. You see, God’s 

Word is powerful. It changes hearts. It 

moves ordinary people to do and to say 

extraordinary things. This morning, Isaiah 

reminds us that GOD’S WORD WORKS. It 

works both because of its source and 

because of its substance. 

I. Because of Its Source 

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, 

but words will never hurt me.” No doubt 

you have heard that old saying before. 

Perhaps you have even used it yourself. It 

is, of course, a lie. Not the sticks and 
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stones part – that much is true. It’s the 

second part – “words will never hurt me.” 

On the contrary, some of the deepest 

hurts are caused by words. Words spoken 

in anger. Words intended to insult or 

demean. On the other hand, positive 

words can help and heal. Words that 

speak of beauty and virtue. Words of 

praise and encouragement. Words are 

powerful. 

And that’s just human words. God’s Word 

carry infinitely more power. God makes 

this clear through Isaiah’s pen: “[My 

Word] will not return to me empty.” Or 

as the writer to the Hebrews puts it: The 

Word of God is alive and active (4:12). 

And who can forget Paul’s words to the 

Romans: I am not shamed of the Gospel 

because it is the power of God that 

brings salvation. (1:16). God’s Word is 

dynamite.  

Why is that? Why is God’s Word effective, 

active, powerful? Because it’s his Word, 

not the word of mere human beings. 

Because prophets, though human, spoke 

from God as they were carried along by 

the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). Because it is 

the Word of the Almighty, the same Word 

that called the universe into existence and 

knit you together in your mother’s womb. 

It’s the same Word that both judges souls 

and regenerates hearts. Paul wrote to the 

Thessalonians: We also thank God 

continually because, when you received 

the word of God, which you heard from 

us, you accepted it not as a human word, 

but as it actually is, the word of God (1 

Thessalonians 2:13). 

So we are all in agreement: God’s Word is 

powerful. God’s Word works. We believe 

this. This is our confession. But sometimes 

our lives confess something else. 

First of all, we are guilty of often ignoring 

the Word or at best, allocating precious 

little time for it in our lives. Check your 

coffee table. Which is more dusty – the 

remote or that lovely leather-bound 

book? Honestly, how much time have you 

and I spent this week with an open Bible 

on our laps. I am often ashamed to 

answer. 

Too little time with God’s Word is bad, but 

I think our lack of trust for what God tells 

us in his Word is, in some ways, worse. 

God promises to care for all our needs, 

body and soul. We respond by worrying. 

God says, “Vengeance is mine.” But, oh, 

how love to seek our pound of flesh, to 

get our revenge, if not with our hands 

then with our words or in our hearts. How 

we love to hold grudges! God says, “Give 

me your firstfruits.” We make sure the 

checkbook is full and the bills are paid 

before we even think about giving God 

what’s leftover. God says, “Preach my 

Word.” But we think: The church and the 

school and the pastor can do it. And so we 

bite our tongues instead of speaking up 

for our faith. Besides, we don’t want to 

offend anyone or seem judgmental. 

Words can never hurt me? How about 

this: The wages of sin is death (Romans 

6:23). For this sinner those words cut 

deeper than any I can imagine. 

But – Praise be to God! – that is not his 

final word to me, or to you. 
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II. Because of Its Substance 

God’s Word is his love letter to us sinners. 

At its center and core is a message of 

grace. The essence of the Word of God 

and of the Christian faith is the 

forgiveness of sins. The Bible’s clear and 

consistent message is this: That sinners 

are declared not guilty, forgiven and saved 

by God’s grace alone through faith in 

Jesus Christ alone. This is how the writers 

of the Augsburg Confession put it: Our 

churches teach that people cannot be 

justified before God by their own 

strength, merits, or works. People are 

freely justified for Christ’s sake, through 

faith, when they believe they are 

received into favor and that their sins are 

forgiven for Christ’s sake. By his death, 

Christ made satisfaction for our sins. God 

counts this faith for righteousness in his 

sight (AC, Article IV – Justification). 

This message – the Bible’s message – is 

completely unique among all the religions 

of the world. Man-invented religion 

always teaches the same thing: that we 

are saved by what we do. That we get 

right with God by doing the right things. 

This is what Islam teaches. This is what 

Judaism teaches. This is what Mormonism 

teaches. Finally, there are only two 

religions in the world: faith and works.  

Without God’s Word we would dream up 

the same thing: salvation by works. Quid 

pro quo just naturally makes sense to 

fallen man. The gospel – the message of 

the free gift of salvation given by a 

gracious and loving God –  is so different, 

so utterly unique, we never would have 

dreamed it up in a million years. That’s 

what God says: “My thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “As the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are 

my ways higher than your ways and my 

thoughts than your thoughts.” 

Thank God for his loftier thoughts and 

higher ways! Thank God that already in 

eternity he dreamed up the only way to 

eternal peace, his magnificent plan of 

salvation. Thank God that he didn’t leave 

this plan on the drawing board, but put it 

into action. “God so loved the world that 

he gave his one and only Son” (John 

3:16). 

That one and only Son, Jesus Christ, took 

our place in life and in death. He lived in 

flawless obedience. He died as the perfect 

sacrifice. He rose again to conquer sin and 

Satan, death and hell forever. In him we 

have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, in accordance with 

the riches of God’s grace that he lavished 

on us (Ephesians 1:7-8). It is because of 

Christ and his saving work that Isaiah 

could extend this invitation to wicked 

people like you and me: Let the wicked 

forsake their ways and the unrighteous 

their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, 

and he will have mercy on them, and to 

our God, for he will freely pardon. 

When it comes to the Word, God is the 

source, forgiveness is the substance. The 

almighty, holy, just and gracious God 

himself promises you in his Word that all 

of your sins are washed away in the blood 

of the Lamb, that every one of your sins is 
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forgiven for the sake of his Son, Jesus 

Christ. There is no message more 

beautiful, wonderful, life-changing or 

practical than that. 

When you can’t put out of your mind the 

angry, hurtful, cutting words that came 

out of your mouth, God says that he has 

already put those words out of his mind: 

“I will remember their sins no more” 

(Jeremiah 31:34). When you look at 

yourself in the mirror and see only filth 

and failure, God tells you that he sees you 

as his bride, washed clean in the waters of 

Baptism, beautifully dressed in Christ’s 

righteousness, free from spot and blemish 

and blame (Ephesians 5:25-27). When 

guilt seems to be your constant 

companion, your bosom buddy, always 

there, day and night, crushing your heart, 

the Lord promises that your guilt is gone, 

nailed to the cross with Christ, drowned in 

a sea of his precious blood, removed from 

you as far as the east is from the west 

(Psalm 103:12). 

My friends, this message is what our 

forefathers put their lives on the line for 

at Augsburg: the pure and simple Word, 

the glorious and eternal gospel, the good 

news of Christ crucified, the only message 

that saves. What confidence we have in 

confessing this truth! It’s not man-made, 

it’s God-breathed (2 Timothy 3:16)! It’s 

not just a bunch of stories, it’s life-

changing, sin-forgiving, soul-saving truth! 

It’s the power of God for salvation, power 

that will not return to him empty. 

Five hundred years ago God’s Word 

changed the world. It’s still changing the 

world one heart at a time. God’s Word 

works! Let it work on your heart. Hear it. 

Believe it. Confess it. God grant this to us 

all for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

S.D.G. 


