
1 | P a g e  

 

REMEMBER JESUS CHRIST: HE HAS RISEN! 

2 Timothy 2:8 | The Resurrection of Our Lord | April 21, 2019 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel. 

J.J. 

Christ is risen! (He is risen indeed!). 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Raise your hand if you sometimes have 

trouble remembering things? Looks like 

pretty much everybody. We forget 

important days like birthdays and 

anniversaries. We forget to pick up the 

toilet paper and the pickles, even though 

we wrote them on our shopping list. We 

forgot the list at home. We forget names. 

Isn’t that embarrassing? Someone 

introduces himself to you and then – just 

10 seconds later – you have no idea what 

to call him. You would think after more 

than 20 years of preaching it would be 

easier for me to memorize sermons. 

Nope. Just the opposite. It’s getting 

harder. Takes more time. A couple of years 

ago I signed up for an online class entitled 

“How to Remember Everything.” I still 

haven’t quite finished it. Honestly, I forgot 

about it. 

In the portion of God’s Word before us 

this Easter Sunday we have some of the 

last words that Paul the Apostle ever 

wrote. He was about to face a martyr’s 

death at the hand of the Romans. What 

does a person who is about to die think 

about? What does he remember? 

Childhood joys? Professional 

accomplishments? Friends? Family? This 

is what was on Paul’s mind: Remember 

Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, 

descended from David. This is my gospel. 

Christianity is about remembering, 

remembering what God in his grace has 

done for us. The main message of the 

Christian faith is not “Go and do!” but 

rather “Hear and believe!” This Easter 

morning we have gathered to remember. 

We are here to remember the great things 

Jesus Christ has done for us so that 

through faith in him we have the 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

What else would be doing on an Easter 

morning? Sleeping in? Looking for plastic 

eggs? Devouring Peeps? (yuck) No! What 

else can we do on this great festival day 

but gaze into the empty tomb and ponder 

in amazement what it means for us? By 

his death and resurrection, Jesus defeated 

sin and death, Satan and hell. His empty 

tomb proves that every sin has been paid 

for and that heaven is open for all who 

believe in him. It’s the guarantee that 

death itself is dead! As Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians: Thanks be to God! He gives 

us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ! (15:57) 

We know all that! How could we ever 

forget it? Because we sinners are by 

nature forgetful people. What did the 

angels say to those women early on Easter 

morning? “He is not here; he has risen! 

Remember how he told you.” Those dear 

ladies were standing there holding bags of 
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burial spices for anointing a corpse. What 

were they thinking? They had forgotten. 

We are just like them. Our hearts too are 

filled with fears and doubts. Like those 

first-century disciples we are often slow to 

believe. 

All the more reason to listen to what the 

Holy Spirit tells us today through the pen 

of his apostle: Remember Jesus Christ. 

Let’s begin by remembering his name. 

I. Remember His Name 

William Shakespeare asked, “What’s in a 

name?” A lot! A person’s name represents 

all they are. When I say names like Donald 

Trump, Christian Yelich, or Beyoncé, 

mental images about those people form 

in our minds. We think about who they 

are and what they’ve done. 

God named his Son Jesus, a name that 

means “Savior.” As the angel told Joseph: 

“She will give birth to a son, and you are 

to give him the name Jesus, because he 

will save his people from their sins” 

(Matthew 1:21). That cute little baby lying 

in the manger came to carry out a violent 

mission. He came to do battle with the 

forces of hell. He came to undo what 

Satan had done. On Good Friday the 

battle reached it’s final, decisive hour. 

Jesus writhed in agony on that cross as 

God and Satan went head-to-head for 

eternal possession of your soul. It was a 

struggle to the death. And at the end of 

the day the Son of God lay stone dead in a 

stone tomb. 

But he didn’t stay there. He rose! He lives! 

Satan is defeated and death no longer has 

any sting. 

Remember Jesus’ other name: Christ. 

That’s actually his title. It means “the 

anointed one.”  This is the One God the 

Father handpicked to be our great 

Champion. He is the Messiah. Every 

prophecy of Scripture is fulfilled in him. 

There is no mistake. He is the One. And by 

the way, God did not just appoint him to 

suffer and die, but to rise in victory on the 

third day and live forever and ever.  

What’s in a name? In this case, everything 

– everything we need. Remember that 

name. Remember Jesus Christ. But don’t 

just remember his name. Remember also 

his nature. 

II. Remember His Nature 

Paul tells us that he is descended from 

David. So what? Well first of all, this is a 

matter of prophecy. The prophets 

predicted that the Messiah would come 

from David’s line. Jesus did. His mother 

Mary was a descendant of David. Even his 

legal guardian, Joseph, was of the house 

and line of David. So both legally and by 

blood, Jesus is a descendant of David, one 

more reason we know he is the promised 

Messiah, the King of kings descended 

from a king. 

But there’s another reason this is 

important: David was a man. So is Jesus. It 

wasn’t just the Son of God who came out 

of that tomb on Easter morning, but also 

the Son of Man. A human being, like us in 

every way accept sin, rose from the dead, 

rose bodily from the grave. His 

resurrection gives us a glimpse of our own 
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resurrections. On the Last Day, Christ, by 

his almighty power, will call us up from 

the dust of death and glorify our bodies to 

be like his. Think of what that means. 

Right now we are all aging, and with age 

comes decline. Aches and pains and more 

serious health issues increase. Hearing 

and sight and memory decrease. 

Eventually, we die.  

But all of that is coming to an end. No 

more aches and pains. No more disease 

and decline. No more shattered dreams, 

no more disappointments, no more 

failures or shortcomings, sadness or grief.  

Rather, “we will be changed,” as Paul 

wrote to the Corinthians. “In a flash, in 

the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet” (15:51-52). Jesus will change 

our mortal bodies into immortal ones. 

Just look at the human body of David’s 

Descendant when he came out of the 

tomb. We will be like him – glorified, 

perfect, free from sin. Job’s joyous 

confession has become our own: “After 

my skin has been destroyed, yet in my 

flesh I will see God; I myself will see him 

with my own eyes” (Job 19:26-27). 

Remember Jesus’ human nature. 

III. Remember His Empty Tomb 

I’ve saved the best for last. Remember 

Jesus Christ … raised from the dead. 

Remember his empty tomb!  

One of the scariest words in the English 

language – in any language – is death. We 

hate that word, don’t we? We hate it, but 

we know it’s coming – to friends, to 

family, to spouses, to each of us.  

It is said that fear is caused by the 

unknown. Death is well-known. So why do 

we fear it? 

We fear death because we are sinners. 

Whether we learned about sin from the 

Bible or from our conscience, we know 

deep down that there is a God and that he 

is holy and just, a God who punishes sin. 

Deep down we also know that we have 

failed this God, failed to live in the 

perfection that he desires, failed to live a 

life of perfect love for both him and our 

fellow human beings.  

Scripture makes very plain the inevitable 

conclusion of all this: We die because we 

sin. That’s why death scares us. God never 

intended it for us. It wasn’t part of his 

plan. But sin made death a reality. We 

were created to live in harmony with God, 

but sin brings his wrath and judgment. We 

were created to be God’s friends, but sin 

makes us his natural enemies. Sin makes 

us worthy of an eternal sentence of death. 

What are we to do? 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the 

dead. Out of the tomb comes the one 

who paid for all your sins. He carried them 

to the cross. He left them in the tomb. 

Your sins are gone! On the cross Jesus was 

covered with our sins and died as a result. 

But he came out of that tomb alive – 

proof that God accepted his sacrifice. 

My friends, Jesus’ resurrection is the very 

heart and foundation of our faith. Take it 

away and we have no hope at all. But you 

can’t take away reality. Jesus is alive! His 

tomb is empty! Therefore, our sins are 

forgiven, our eternity is secure and every 
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promise of God is certain. No matter what 

happens in our lives, the reality of Christ’s 

resurrection and all that it means for us 

will never change. 

Around 1930, a Russian communist leader 

named Bukharin journeyed form Moscow 

to Kiev. His mission was to address a huge 

“re-education assembly.” His subject: 

atheism. For a solid hour he attacked and 

ridiculed Christianity. When he finished, 

he stared the crowd down and almost 

dared them, “Are there any questions?” 

One man arose and asked for permission 

to speak. He mounted the platform and 

walked to the podium. For a few moments 

he scanned the audience. At last he 

shouted the ancient orthodox greeting 

“Christos anestay!” (Christ is risen!) The 

vast assembly stood as one man and 

shouted in return: “Aleythos anestay!” 

(He is risen indeed!) Re-education wasn’t 

about to make them forget the simple 

truth: Jesus lives! 

Paul concludes by saying: This is my 

gospel. The world gospel means “good 

news.” Now, Paul wasn’t laying claim to 

the good news of the empty tomb as if it 

was exclusively his. He was simply 

declaring that this is what he had always 

taught. No, the good news of Easter is not 

just Paul’s gospel, or your gospel, or my 

gospel. Rather it is the gospel, the eternal 

gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news that 

brings hope to a world of sinners, the 

good news that gives us peace and 

security, the good news that we are 

privileged proclaim to the world for the 

glory God and the salvation of precious 

souls for whom Jesus died and rose. 

We are forgetful people. We forget our car 

keys. We forget the cup of coffee we set 

on top of the car when we went back 

inside to retrieve our keys. Sometimes we 

even forget the names of our own 

children. But friends, may we never forget 

the good news we have heard today, for 

by it we are saved. Remember Jesus 

Christ, raised from the dead. 

Christ is risen! (He is risen indeed!). 

Amen. 

S.D.G. 
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