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“IT IS FINISHED!” 

John 19:28-30 | Good Friday | April 19, 2019 

Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 

fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a 

sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 
30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head 

and gave up his spirit. 

J.J.  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The cornerstone was laid in the year of 

our Lord 1163. In 1177 the choir was 

completed. In 1182 the high altar was 

consecrated. In 1225 the western façade 

was finished. In 1240 the north tower. 

1250 was a banner year. The western 

towers, the north rose window and the 

south tower were all finished that year. In 

1345 construction was declared complete. 

The great cathedral of Notre Dame was 

finished. It took almost 200 years to build 

and has stood at the center of Paris for 

nearly nine centuries. 

And then, this past Monday, 674 years 

after completion, much of it was undone. 

We watched in horror as the world 

famous cathedral of Notre Dame burned 

like a torch, its magnificent spire toppling 

in flames. Now another completion date 

will be added to its timeline. Already 

hundreds of millions of dollars have been 

pledged to rebuild. Experts are saying that 

it may take decades to get the job done. 

When will Notre Dame be finished again? 

On Good Friday, just before he died, Jesus 

spoke three words of truth, perhaps the 

three most important words he ever 

spoke: “It is finished.” We don’t know if 

he shouted them with a loud voice or 

spoke them softly as he labored to catch 

his breath. Whichever it was, John was 

close by. He heard Jesus’ words and 

recorded them – the only Gospel writer to 

do so. And thank God that he did! 

Whether Jesus declared them with a great 

shout or spoke them in soft whisper, 

these words echoed through heaven and 

earth and even hell. And they continue to 

echo, giving eternal hope and comfort to 

all who believe. “It is finished!” 

But what is finished? Was Jesus simply 

declaring, “That’s it. My life is over. I’m 

going to die now.” That would have been 

to state the incredibly obvious.  We ask 

again: What was finished? Everything. (1) 

Everything his Father sent him to do. (2) 

Everything necessary for our salvation. 

I. Everything His Father Sent Him to Do 

I.N.R.I. You see those initials on the little 

sign at the top of the crucifix. Those 

letters stand for the Latin phrase that 

translates “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 

Jews.” Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but 

Nazareth was his hometown. He was the 

son of Mary and Joseph, the carpenter’s 

boy – or so everyone thought. 
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But Jesus has a greater Father. He is the 

Son of God. Even at the tender age of 12 

Jesus knew who his Father was and that 

his Father had sent him for a purpose. He 

said to his worried-sick, incredulous 

parents: “Didn’t you know I had to be in 

my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49). He was 

on a mission. 

About 18 years later, as Jesus began his 

public ministry his Father declared: “You 

are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 

well pleased” (Luke 3:22). There was 

nothing wrong with Jesus, nothing at all 

that could be criticized. Up to that point 

the “lamb without blemish or defect” (1 

Peter 1:18) had lived a holy life. He 

fulfilled God’s law. He obeyed every one 

of his Father’s commands. He never 

sinned. And that wasn’t about to change. 

He was on a mission. 

Throughout his ministry Jesus stayed on 

task. His preaching, his teaching, his 

prayers, his miracles – all of it was 

centered on his mission. And just what 

was that mission? John gives us a useful 

summary: The reason the Son of God 

appeared was to destroy the devil’s work 

(1 John 3:8). Paul’s summary is equally 

useful: Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). To 

destroy the devil’s work. To save sinners. 

That was his mission. 

And so he was born of the Virgin, our 

flesh and blood brother, our Substitute 

under the law, who obeyed perfectly in 

our place. He went to the cross and 

willingly sacrificed his innocent flesh and 

blood for us, because that’s what his 

Father sent him to do. He was on a 

mission. 

In Gethsemane we saw his resolve to 

carry out this mission: “Not my will, but 

yours be done,” he told his Father. (Luke 

22:42). The One whose very name caused 

an armed mob to fall back as if hit with a 

sledgehammer, the One who could have 

called an army of angelic soldiers to his 

side, the One who at any moment could 

have come down from that cross and 

made mincemeat of his enemies, didn’t. 

He was on a mission. And he would not 

rest until it was finished. 

II. Everything Necessary for Our Salvation 

For us, it’s mission impossible. Jesus did 

for us what, simply put, we are unable to 

do. As true as that is, it’s a hard thought 

for us sinners to wrap our minds around. 

Perhaps that’s especially true of us 

fiercely independent Americans with our 

can-do spirit and our strong desire to be 

masters of our own destinies. Even worse, 

often we don’t want to wrap our minds 

around this thought. There’s a part of us 

that likes to think Jesus needs our help, 

that he almost finished the job but we 

have to add our own touches to his great 

salvation project. The thinking can be 

subtle, almost subconscious: If I just pray 

a little harder, obey a little better, give a 

little more, spend more time in God’s 

house and my Bible, then God will really 

love me and bless me.  

Every one of us has deep down in our 

sinful nature a little voice which 

theologians call the opinio legis, Latin for 

“the opinion of the law.” This little voice 
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says both, “I must obey God’s law” and “I 

can obey God’s law.” You see, our Old 

Adam naturally looks at Jesus’ sacrifice 

and says, “No thanks, God. I’ll pay my own 

way. No thanks, God. I’m basically a good 

person; I’ll make it on my own.” Satan 

planted this diabolical idea in the human 

heart, this stubborn pride that believes I 

can by my own sacrifices, my own efforts 

and general good will, become deserving 

of God’s praise and the reward of heaven.  

To the sinful mind, this all makes sense. 

After all, there is no such thing as a “free 

lunch.” In every other aspect of life, good 

work and good deeds receive praise and 

reward. But, dear friends, there is no 

quicker path to eternal death, no faster 

road to separation from God, from his 

love, from his blessings, than choosing to 

stand before him on the basis of our own 

goodness. 

Today God places before us once again a 

better way, the only way. He points us to 

the cross where our salvation was not just 

started, not just begun, not just made 

possible, but FINISHED. Completed. Done. 

100%. 

 The hellish suffering Jesus endured 

for the sins of the world - FINISHED. 

 God’s righteous wrath over sin – 

FINISHED. 

 The full payment demanded by a 

holy God for your sins and mine – 

FINISHED. Which means … 

 Satan’s accusations – FINISHED. 

 Guilty consciences – FINISHED. 

 The impossible burden of trying to 

save myself – FINISHED. 

 The sting of death and the fear of 

hell – FINISHED. 

Everything necessary for my salvation is 

FINISHED, and so every result of sin is 

FINISHED too. It’s all gone, washed away 

the holy blood of God’s Son. 

Let me give you one more assurance that 

Jesus’ work for us and for our salvation is 

complete. Luke records for us the last 

words of our Savior before he died. 

“Father, into your hands I commit my 

spirit” (Luke 23:46). Earlier Jesus had cried 

out in agony, “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 

27:46). Now he calls God his Father once 

again. The pain and loneliness of hell were 

past. The relationship was restored. God’s 

face was once again turned toward his 

Son. The punishment was over; the 

sacrifice accepted. Father and Son were at 

peace once again. 

Realize what this means for you. Your 

punishment is over. God isn’t going to 

punish you for your sins. That boat has 

sailed. God already punished you for your 

sins 2,000 years ago when he punished his 

Son in your place. And, therefore, you too 

have peace with the Father. Through faith 

in Jesus, you are robed in his holiness, a 

dear son or daughter, adopted into the 

Father’s family through Baptism, forgiven 

for every sin, an heir of eternal life. 

On Monday the Cathedral of Notre Dame 

was undone. All that beautiful 

architecture and craftsmanship that had 

stood for centuries went up in smoke. Be 

assured, dear friends, that nothing will 

ever undo what our Savior has done. 
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There will never need to be another 

completion date. “It is finished.” And it 

will always be finished. And, because it is 

finished, when we die life will not be 

finished, but just beginning. Thanks God 

for these three words of truth and thank 

God for the Savior who spoke them. 

Amen. 

S.D.G. 


