
 

"He is not here; he has risen, just as he said." (Matthew 28:6). 
 

 It was May Day, 1990.  The place: Moscow's Red Square.  "Is it straight,    
Father?" one Orthodox priest asked another, shifting the heavy, eight-foot cruci-
fix on his shoulder.  "Yes," said the other.  "It is straight."  Together the two 
priests, along with a group of parishioners holding ropes that steadied the beams 
of the huge cross, walked the parade route.  Before them passed the official 
might of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics:  The usual May Day proces-
sion of tanks, missiles, troops, and salutes to the Communist party elite.  Behind 
the tanks surged a giant crowd of protesters, shouting up at Mikhail Gorbachev.  
"Bread! Freedom! Truth!"  As the throng passed directly in front of the Soviet 
leader standing in his place of honor, the priests hoisted their heavy burden    
toward the sky.  The cross emerged from the crowd.  As it did, the figure of   
Jesus Christ obscured the giant posters of Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, and Vladimir Lenin that provided 
the backdrop for Gorbachev's reviewing stand.  "Mikhail Sergeyevich!" one of the priests shouted, his 
deep voice cleaving the clamor of the protesters and piercing straight toward the angry Soviet leader.  
"Mikhail Sergeyevich!  Christ is risen!" (Charles W. Colson, The Body, 1992, Word Publishing, p. 231) 
 

 Words are powerful things.  Those priests understood this.  In the face of a great display of worldly 
power, they dared to share the power of the Word:  Christ is risen! 
 

 That’s our confession too.  Three simple words:  Christ is risen.  But what power!  Those words cause 
Satan to run away with his tail between his legs.  Those words make the unholy power of the world seem 
trivial.  Those words rip the stinger out of death.  Those words free us from the clutches of sin and guilt 
forever. 
 

 Christ is risen!  My enemies are defeated.  Christ is risen!  My sins are all forgiven.  Christ is risen!  
My place in heaven is secure.  Christ is risen!  I have power and purpose in life.  In joy and thanksgiving I 
serve a living, victorious Lord and Savior.  My labor in him is never in vain. 
 

 Three little words.  But what power they contain!  Three little words.  But they are more precious than 
all the wealth in the world!  Three little words.  But they do more to help and heal, to rescue and save than 
any words we can imagine!  Three little words.  But on them our hope is founded, a hope that will never 
disappoint.  
 

Christ is risen! 
 

Your servant in our living Savior, 
Pastor Daniel Sims 
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JOIN US FOR EASTER BREAKFAST! 
  

 An EASTER MORNING BREAKFAST will be held beginning at 7:00 
AM on Easter  Sunday in the Fellowship Hall.  Come and enjoy some    
Easter fellowship.  The menu includes scrambled eggs, cheese, bagels, fruit, 
juice, coffee, and milk. 
 

 WE NEED YOUR HELP!  We are looking for  smiling faces and eager  
hands to help with the Easter breakfast.  FAMILIES...come and help set up at 
9:00 AM on Saturday, March 31st.   
 

 DON’T FORGET...We also need help on Easter Sunday with serving and to clean up   
afterwards. 
 

 If you are interested in helping, please sign up in the Gathering Room binder.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Karen Kehl at 901-2281 or DeNean Stadelman at 323-2806 or 
dmstads@gmail.com. 

† PALM SUNDAY worship focuses on our Savior’s triumphant entry into             

 Jerusalem.  We worship and rejoice before our Lord at 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

 on Sunday, March 25th. 

 

† HOLY THURSDAY is the day when our Savior instituted the Lord’s 

 Supper and was betrayed into the hands of his enemies.  We celebrate at       

 4:00 PM  and 6:30 PM on Thursday, March 29th, with worship and the 

 Sacrament. 

 

† GOOD FRIDAY is the day when Jesus died on the cross as our great 

 Substitute.  On Friday, March 30th, there will be a worship service at 1:00 PM 

 with children singing and an evening service at 7:00 PM. Both services are the 

 same. 

 

† EASTER is the day Jesus rose triumphant from the dead.  We rejoice in 

 Christ’s victory over sin, death, and hell.  A special Easter Sunrise worship service 

 will take place on Sunday, April 1st, at 6:00 AM with Holy Communion.  Easter 

 Festival Worship will be at 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM. 
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Follow Me:  Matthew, Part 1 (April-May) 
What does it mean to be a disciple of Christ?  Matthew's Gospel describes how Jesus 

called his disciples and then molded their minds, hearts, and wills.  Jesus prepared his 

disciples for their work and he prepares us also.  This study covers the first thirteen chapters of Matthew’s 

Gospel.  It presents the account of Jesus' life using the theme "Follow Me" to show how Jesus called and 

trained his disciples to proclaim his death and resurrection to the world. 
 

Some Points to Consider: 
► No Bible study experience or knowledge necessary 

► No one will make you read or answer questions 

► Actively participate or sit and listen – it’s up to you! 

► Bible study offers a wonderful opportunity to grow in faith and to get to know your fellow          

Immanuel members better 

► Questions? Contact Pastor Sims 

Men...Opportunities to Grow In Faith!!! 
 

 Calling on all the men of Immanuel...here are opportunities just for you!   
 Check them out and join us!!! 
 

† Men’s Prayer Group meets on the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 
 7:00 AM in the Gathering Room.  
  

† Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets on Saturday, April 14th and Saturday, 
 April 28th at 8:00 AM 
 

                † † † † † † † 
 

 

  

 Ladies, call your friends and invite them to come and learn all about the 
LORD and what he has to say in your lives!  Our Bible Study exists to nurture, 
encourage, and equip women to faithfully and fully use their God-given gifts to 
glorify God.   
 

 We are travelling through a series entitled Fruit of the Spirit by Lane 
Burgland.  Jesus has called every believer to bear fruit.  Jesus said, “...I chose 
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.” John 15:16  But what fruit?  How 
will you bear fruit as a believer?  We are currently studying the first three fruits: Love, Joy, Peace 
 

 Join us on Saturdays, April 7th and 21st at 8:30 AM.  We meet in the Conference Room 
located in the church office area.   
 

 If you have any suggestions or questions regarding our Bible Study, please contact Judy 
Fuerbringer at 973-3355 or judynglenn@ameritech.net.   
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 Spring is here again.  Spring cleaning is here again. And Free Cycle 
is here again.  Last year Immanuel had a rummage sale in which 
everything was free.  We used Free Cycle to acquaint our neighbors to 
our congregation and how we can show love to them. 
 

 Again we will have another Free Cycle but need the help of our 
members.  When you clean out your stuff from cleaning, please 
consider bringing it to our Free Cycle.  Slightly used articles would be 
appreciated.  The special event will be held on:  
 

  
 

 More information will be coming in the near future.  Look in the church bulletins and future 
Echo mailings. Think of how you may help by bringing articles or by working at the sale. 
 

 Would you be able to volunteer for a few hours to man the Free Cycle that will be housed in 
the school gym?  Lots of hands are needed to reach out to our neighbors!   

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s 

people live together in unity.” Psalm 133:1 
 

WHERE:  Immanuel Lutheran Church 
           916 Pine Street, Manitowoc 

WHEN:  Saturday, April 14th, 2018 

REGISTRATION:  8:30 AM 

BUSINESS MEETING:  9:00 AM 

OPENING DEVOTION:  9:30 AM by Pastor Sims 

PRESENTATION:  9:45 AM 

LUNCHEON:  11:00 AM - Immanuel’s Fellowship Hall 

SPEAKER:  Pastor Roger Neumann and special guest 

TOPIC:  Partnering for the Gospel:  The Good News in the Ukraine 
 

Join us and be informed about the WELS Ukraine Mission.  The ULC is 
a sister church body that WELS supports with training resources, and   
donations.  Because Ukraine is struggling financially as the conflict with   
Russia continues, the 22 congregations are especially suffering.  
 

ALL ladies and men are encouraged to come and learn more about our 
brothers and sisters in faith, with presentations by several people who 
have ministered there.  EXPAND your horizons, be informed, and join us!   
 

Your donations for LWMS and the Ukraine Lutheran Church appreciated.  
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JOIN US FOR THE HORNET HUSTLE! 

 Partners In Education (PIE) is organizing a family fun run/
walk in Lincoln Park on Saturday, April 21 at 2:00 PM. This is an 
event for Immanuel's Church & School. All the proceeds will be 
donated to the 90th Anniversary Church Campaign to put new 
floors and heating and cooling in your school. 
 

 There will be a 1/2-mile loop and 2-mile loop. Strollers are 
welcome but no pets, please. There will be a water station half 
way through the 2-mile loop.  
 

 A suggested family donation is $5 per person (this is the t-shirt cost, $2 extra for XXL and 
XXXL). There will a collection envelope sent home for students on Friday, March 16th and these 
envelopes will also be available at church on Sunday, March 18th. You are welcome to give 
above the suggested donation or ask sponsors to support your fun run.  
 

 Each family that raises $50 or more, each Immanuel student in the family will receive fun no-
tie shoelaces and a collapsible water bottle.  These items will also be available for purchase at 
the Fun Run for the cost of $5-laces and $3-collapsible water bottles.  The top 3 individual/
families who raise the most money and are present after the run will be awarded a family prize. 
 

 We are in need of volunteers!!!  If you would like to volunteer at a water station, 
registration table, set up or clean up, please fill out the registration available March 18th in the 
volunteer section.  Also, if you would like a shirt, please consider purchasing the shirt for $5.00. 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 ► Sunday, March 18th - Registration forms and collection envelopes are available at church 
  and you can start asking your sponsors for support. 
 

 ► Thursday, March 29th (Holy Thursday) - Return your registration form only (no money at 
  this time) to your teacher or in the back of the Gathering Room. 
 

 ► Monday, April 16th - Return your money collection envelope to your teacher or to the  
  school office or in the back of the Gathering Room on Sunday, April 15th. 
 

Come to the run and have fun...EVERYONE is welcome!  **Please note:  All children must 
be accompanied by an adult.** 
 

Questions, please contact Jaimie Carlson (PIE) at jmcarlson7@gmail.com or at 920-242-4286. 

 The next meeting of the Ladies of Immanuel will be Tuesday, April 10th, at 

7:00 PM.   All ladies of the congregation are invited!  We host Advent & 

Lenten suppers, help for funeral meals, church picnic desserts, May baskets for 

shut-ins, and support Lutheran Women's Missionary Society (LWMS).  This will 

be our last meeting before we host the LWMS Spring Rally on Saturday, April 

14th for the morning gathering and lunch. 

mailto:jmcarlson7@gmail.com


Christian Education 

 Every year our students take part in the annual Academic 
Fair, which is held at MLHS.  This year the fair is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 14th.  Our students in grades 5-8 have prepared social studies projects for this 
Academic Fair.  They will be on display in the gymnasium on Sunday, March 25th.  We invite    
everyone to stop in and see the wonderful academic gifts that our Lord has given to our students. 
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 We thank God for his many blessings at Immanuel School.  During 
this month of March our Kindergarten class has had opportunities to 
learn about Him through our daily Bible lessons and devotions.  The 
children love to sing their praises to their Lord every day in school and 
during worship services.  We will be singing during the 1:00 PM Good 
Friday service and again on Easter Sunday.  The faith that God gives to 
these little children is humbling to witness.  Praise our living God! 
 
 Our Kindergartners have grown academically as well.  It has been amazing to watch the children 
accumulate reading strategies and become confident readers.  Of course, the children love playing math 
games, learning about famous presidents, experimenting in science activities, writing stories, and interacting 
with their friends.  For healthy bodies and brains we are so grateful to our gracious God!  
              ~ Mrs. Rachel Uhlhorn 

 

 Immanuel is taking applications for the Tuition Assistance Program “TAP”.  The 
“TAP” Program is for tuition assistance at MLHS and WELS associated Preparatory 
Schools that Immanuel supports.  The deadline for applying to be a part of the program is 
April 22, 2018.  Funds will be distr ibuted equally by September  8th directly to the 
qualifying applicants school.  Tuition Assistance Program “TAP” Application forms are available in the back 
of church on the Information Counter or from the School Office and MUST be returned to the Immanuel 
School office to Mrs. Deb Menges no later that April 22, 2018. 

 

 VBS Coordinators Wanted! - The Evangelism Team is looking for two coordinators for 
our summer Vacation Bible School, which is being held from July 30th—August 3rd.  If 
you are interested in helping in this capacity, please contact Brad Washuleski at 
bwashuleski@sasd.net or 920-254-0119. 
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Does Immanuel Congregation have a seed fund 

to support new programs and activities? 

Yes, it is called the Endowment Fund (ILEF). 
 

 A sure sign of spring is when the Seed Catalogs begin to arrive in the mail.  It means that we must begin planning 

for the items we want to include in our gardens so that we can enjoy vegetables and flowers in the future.  In the same 

way, ILEF provides us with the opportunity to plant our seeds now, and trust in the Lord that they will bear fruit event 

when we are gone. 
 

 ILEF was founded in 2003 with the purpose “to enhance the work of the church by supporting the work of our 

congregation and school both at home and at large.”  Grants from the fund are limited to the earnings of the Fund.  

Therefore, the size of the grants depends on the amounts of gifts given to the Fund and the investment earnings of the 

Fund. 
 

The projects supported by the Fund grants in the last five years are the following: 

 2012: $3,000—School laptop, router, speakers, netbooks, & Hornet rugs 

 2013: $4,000—Gym mats & equipment, accreditation, mission items WELS National Conference 

 2014: $4,000—“Come Follow Me” DVD, worship supplements, business cards 

 2015: $2,000—Pre-school door security, art supply cart, screen, & coat the gym floor 

 2016: $4,000—Website redesign, brochure, Worship & Music Conference, Update signage 

 2017: $6,000—Proposals being evaluated 
 

The best way to increase the amount available to fund proposals is to increase the Endowment Fund principal.  Consider 

a “Thank You” gift to the fund on the occasion of a birthday or anniversary.  More information will be available in the 

coming months. 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father…” James 1:17a 
 

Committee Members:  Paul Kluenker—Chairman; Paul Kunz, Tony Dick, Greg Schmill, Howard Wilsmann 

 

With Easter Sunday right here, we rejoice in knowing our God is an Awesome God! He 
lives and has prepared a place for us.  Though the history of Immanuel has been only 90 
years so far, we can rest assured He will be with us into the future. 
  

 THANK YOU… 
 

 ♥ for conversation over the last 9 months on how God has shown his presence in 
  good times and bad, 
 

 ♥ to those who have stepped forward to provide assistance in keeping this  
  celebration before our membership, 
 

 ♥ for those who have returned gifts of thanks to support the necessary upgrades in 
  our school, and 
 

 ♥ for offering prayers in thanks and support of the campaign. 
 

 We have been richly blessed as a family glorifying God, growing in faith, and leading others to Christ! 
Our campaign officially runs through Easter Sunday, but we do have the Hornet Hustle still to come on April 
21st in support of the effort.  Consider participating by walking and/or financially supporting someone on a 
team. 
          God be with us, 
          Jason Muench, Campaign Coordinator 
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Immanuel’s most recent 
decade offered a number of 
changes. In an effort to keep the 
challenging chapter of our history 

brief, in less than 10 years God led us through the following path . . . 
 

 1. We transitioned from Pastors Lindeman/Schossow to  
  Pastor Schossow/Maglietto. 
 

 2. Then to Pastor Schossow alone. 
 

 3. Then to Pastor Schwark as vacancy pastor. 
 

 4. Principal Roecker accepted a call elsewhere and Dennis Steinbrenner assisted in the school for a 
  year. 
 

 5. And finally, Pastor Sims and Principal Wilson, with their active and dedicated wives, were led to 
  say “We think Immanuel would be a great place to serve!” (Author’s paraphrase). 
 

 How did this help us grow?!  As one of the Council Presidents during a number of these years, let me 
highlight some of the great things that were going on. 
 

 1. We focused regularly on God’s promise – I will be with you always! 
 

 2. We maintained regular worship services, Bible study opportunities, and a Christ-centered  
  education in our school. 
 

 3. A special offering in 2011-12, provided a necessary $100,000 by Easter Sunday of 2012 that  
  allowed us to not cut any full-time staff.  This was in the shadow of the major 2008 stock market 
  drop. 
 

 4. The family called Immanuel showed their strengths by stepping forward to keep ‘er movin’, even 
  before keep ‘er movin’ was a thing. 
 

 5. The Council through its Fulfilling the Mission Task Force identified 9 critical issues that they 
  felt, from extensive congregational input, needed to be addressed.  Out of this study, the TAG 
  (Time and Gifts) team and TAG survey became a vital part of accessing the immeasurable talents 
  of our membership. 
 

 6. The church basement was completely refurbished. 
 

 7. The chronic bell tower issue was finally corrected . . . God willing! 
 

 8. And I believe many in our members have come out of this past decade with a better   
  understanding of the fact that leadership can NOT be taken for granted – called and volunteer! 
 

 The Lord will provide.  His love will not fail.  His people will not be defeated.  And as we celebrate 
Easter, rejoice in knowing this Risen Savior, Immanuel, is with us! 

2007 to Present 



Church Library News 

 At this time of year we contemplate Jesus's innocent life and death.  Beginning 
with Lent we revisit Jesus's sacrifice for us.  The library has many resources for you to 
enrich your knowledge during  this special time of the year. The Family Celebrations 
At Easter and Triumph At The Cross are two devotional books specific to this time of 
year.  Max Lucado leads readers from Friday's defeat to Sunday's Victory in Jesus Fi-
nal Week.  In No Wonder They Call Him The Savior Max Lucado searches for the 
meaning of the cross.  All of these books are in the non-fiction section of the library 
or on display. 
 

 In the fiction section of the library we have When Jesus Wept by Bodie and Brock Theone. This book 
shows a unique vision into the power and comfort of Christ's love by intertwining Lazarus's story and Jesus's 
crucifixion and resurrection.  This is the first book in the Jerusalem Chronicles. 
 

 While in Pontius Pilate's household Leah is bethrothed to a centurion assigned to investigate the death and 
missing body of Jesus. The Centurion's Wife by Davis Bunn is the first book in his Acts of Faith series. 
 

 Finally we have Pontius Pilate by Paul Maier which tells the story of how and why the crucifixion took 
place.  All of these books are available and on display in the library including the remaining books in the two 
series.  Some other books include Claudia Wife of Pontius Pilate and Mary Magdeline both by Diana Taylor. 
The library also has the book Risen and the accompanying DVD.  I also have a number of children's Easter 
selection on display.  Please stop in and see what the library has to offer. 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP: 
  

 The Book Discussion Group will be meeting on Friday, April 13th, at 1:15 PM in the Gathering Room.  
April's book for discussion is Coming Home by Karen Kingsbury. Coming Home is a novel about tremendous 
victory and unprecedented loss, a story of faith and a forever kind of love, love that will stay with you long 
after the last page. This stand-alone novel will serve as either a grand introduction or a beautiful conclusion in 
the saga of the Baxter Family.  Anyone interested or has questions can call Ellie Waege at 482-0906. 
                 ~ Laura Rozoff 

 You may stop in at the Immanuel  church library at any time. It is located in our 
church basement. You will find books, music, & videos. Check out is self-service.  
      ~Betty Wilsmann, Church Librarian 

The Echo page 9 

 



 

 

The prayer of a righteous 
man is powerful and effective.  

James 5:16 
 

 
Gifts and Memorials 
 

♥ $900 Communion Ware (Anonymous) 
♥  $1700 Audio Upgrade 
♥  $375 Endowment 

Member News 

Serving Our Lord 

 
 
 
 
EASTER SUNDAY: 
4/01/2018  6:00 AM —Team 9 
4/01/2018  Early—Team 2 
4/01/2018  Late—Team 5 
 
4/05/2018 Team 9—6:30 PM 
 
4/08/2018 Early—Team 3 
4/08/2018 Late—Team 6 
 
4/12/2018 Team 10—6:30 PM 
 
4/15/2018 Early—Team 4 
4/15/2018 Late—Team 7 
 
 

 
 
 

4/19/2018  Team 11—6:30 PM 
 
4/22/2018  Early—Team 1 
4/22/2018  Late—Team 8 
 
4/26/2018 Team 12—6:30 PM 
 
4/29/2018  Early—Team 1-A 
4/29/2018  Late—Team 5 
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04/01/2018—EASTER SUNDAY 
      8:00 AM – Ron & Lynn Strzyzewski   
 10:30 AM – Larry & Linda  
   Verlinden 
 

04/08/2018 
 8:00 AM – Tony & Sally Dick 
    10:30 AM – Peter & Judy Polster 
 

04/15/2018 
 8:00 AM – Robert & Sue Kempfert 
    10:30 AM – Fred & Barbara Heiderich 
 
 

04/22/2018 
 8:00 AM – Clarence & Sharon Morrow 
    10:30 AM – Judy Fuerbringer & Karen Winter 
 

04/29/2018 
 8:00 AM – Robert & Shirley Blattler 
    10:30 AM – Karen Kehl 

2018 Church Council 
In order that we might keep the best line of 
communications open between the church leaders and 
the rest of the congregation, we publish the names of the 
current Church Council in the newsletter. This will 
provide you with a list of people to contact if you have 
any questions regarding anything happening in our 
ministry. You may also use the following e-mail address 
to contact the Council as a whole: council@ilutheran.org. 
(One e-mail sent to that address reaches all the Council 
members with email.)                                                   
 

Larry Verlinden, President 
Paul Kluenker, Secretary 
Matthew Strathmann, Treasurer 
Russ Vogt, Elders 
Gary Markowski, Financial Secretary 
Dan Smith, Adult Discipleship 
Mark Svatek, Youth Discipleship 
Brad Washuleski, Evangelism 
Nate Reis, Property 
Brandon Ott, Board of Education 

Pastoral Acts 
 

 
Accept 

Mitchell & Elizabeth Geissler and family 
from St. Marcus, Milwaukee, WI 

 
A.J. Kenneke  

from Trinity, Liberty 
 

 

Releases 
Karissa Leifer 

 
 



The Newsletter Staff 

Worship & Contact Information 

Layout:  Judy Fuerbringer 

Content:  Pastor Sims and other contributors             

Editor:  Judy Fuerbringer 

Copying:  Deb Menges 

Assembly:   Shirley Schmill  
         Bea Buss 
         Karen Elm 
         Nancy Klotz 
Mailing:  Deb Menges 

Worship Schedule 
 

Thursdays:  6:30 PM-after Easter 
Sundays:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

 

Jesus Cares Worship 
 

Monday, April 9th—6:30 PM 
 

Devotional Service 
 

April 27th—11:00 AM 
 

 

†    Pastor Daniel Sims—684-3404 
 pastorsims@ilutheran.org 
  

† Church Office—684-3404  
 church@ilutheran.org 
 

 

Preschool to Grade 8 
 
 

† David Wilson, Principal  -  684-3404 
      dwilson@ilutheran.org 


