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BE CERTAIN OF THESE THREE FACTS 

Isaiah 12:1-6 | Fourth Sunday in Lent | March 31, 2019 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. 

J.J.  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

According to the old saying there are only 

two things you can be certain of in this 

world: Death and taxes. This sounds 

reasonable doesn’t it? Everybody dies. 

Everybody – at least pretty much every 

adult – has to pay taxes. But what if I told 

you we can’t really be certain of either? 

Let’s talk about death first. It’s true that 

the wages of sins is death (Romans 6:23). 

The Fall of Adam and Eve brought caskets 

and crypts into God’s perfect world. For 

our sins we deserve both temporal and 

eternal death. However, we know well our 

Lord’s promise to return one day. When 

he does, those still alive will face his 

judgment—even though they never faced 

physical death. Jesus is coming again. This 

may happen during our lifetime. 

Therefore, we cannot be certain of death.  

What about taxes? Well, history is littered 

with the carcasses of failed nations. Again 

and again nations rise, become 

prosperous, decline and finally fall. The 

mighty empire of Rome collected taxes 

from the millions conquered by its 

legions. But the last I checked the Romans 

weren’t collecting taxes anymore. What 

about America? Could the land of the free 

and the home of the brave fall and lose its 

ability to collect taxes from its citizens. 

Sure. It’s happened many times before. So 

we can’t really be sure of taxes either. 

So what can we be certain of? On the 

basis of God’s Word before us today, I 

want to share with you three rock-solid, 

immovable truths. BE CERTAIN OF THESE 

THREE FACTS. Fact #1: God is angry about 

our sin. Fact #2: God has saved us from 

our sin. Fact #3: God is worthy of our 

thanks and praise. Let’s dig into Isaiah’s 

words. 

I. God is angry about our sin 

A lot of Christians skip the Old Testament 

and go directly to the New. They do this, 

they say, because they want to read about 

Jesus. It’s a mistake. Jesus once said about 

the Old Testament: “These are the 

Scriptures that testify about me” (John 

5:39). The Old Testament too is all about 

Jesus. Nowhere is this more clearly 

illustrated then in the book of Isaiah. 

Seven centuries before the birth of Christ 

Isaiah wrote clearly about our Savior. But 

it’s impossible to speak clearly about the 

Savior without first speaking clearly about 

sin. Isaiah does this too. “I will 

praise you, LORD. Although you were 

angry with me, your anger has turned 

away.” 

God is angry with sinners. The word Isaiah 

uses to describe God’s anger is 

interesting. It literally means “to snort.” 

One thinks of an angry bull, whose nostrils 

flare in its rage before it charges. The 

picture is clear: God is not just a little 
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perturbed about our sins. He is absolutely 

livid. Of that fact we can be certain. 

For further evidence just consider 

something else God said about sins: The 

one who sins is the one who will die 

(Ezekiel 18:4). Get the picture? It’s not 

“the one who sins will receive a spanking,” 

or “the one who sins will have to go to his 

room without supper.” Death is the well-

deserved, divinely pronounced judgment 

on sinners. 

So what have we done to make God so 

angry? I mean, there are a lot of horrible 

people out there in the world. We’re not 

so bad, are we? Yes! We are sinners. All 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God (Romans 3:23). By nature we are 

proud and selfish. We are greedy and 

materialistic. We are lazy and unloving. By 

nature we are adulterers, and murderers, 

and thieves, and idolaters. Every day in 

our thoughts and desires, our words and 

actions we do exactly what God forbids us 

to do. Every day we fail to do what he 

commands. For this we deserve his 

punishment now and eternally.  

You see, God is not an indulgent, old 

grandpa. Some like to think of him this 

way. They think that God just sort of 

ignores our sins with a wink. They think 

he would never punish anyone. Certainly, 

he would never send anyone to hell! 

They’re wrong – dead wrong. God is 

serious about his commands. And he’s 

serious about the punishment he 

promises to those who break his 

commands. But—Praise God!—he’s 

equally as serious about saving those who 

break his commands. Listen again to the 

prophet’s words: “Although you were 

angry with me, your anger has turned 

away and you have comforted me.”  

II. God has saved us from our sin 

Where did God’s anger go? Did God just 

take a few deep breaths and count to ten 

until his anger went away? No. Did he go 

to a professional counselor to have his 

anger managed? No. Did he get himself 

one of those little stress balls to squeeze 

every time one of his creatures rebels 

against him? No. Isaiah tells us what 

happened to God’s anger. “Your anger has 

turned away.” God’s anger didn’t just 

fade away. It didn’t disappear. He turned 

his anger away from us toward another. 

His wrath sought a new target. In the fifty-

third chapter of his prophecy, Isaiah wrote 

these words under inspiration of God the 

Holy Spirit: He was pierced for our 

transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought 

us peace was on him, and by his wounds 

we are healed. 

You know who was pierced and crushed, 

punished and wounded in our place: Jesus 

Christ our only Savior. The Holy One of 

Israel took on human flesh in the womb of 

the virgin. He became man so that he 

would be subject to God’s law. He obeyed 

that law perfectly. He then took his 

flawless life and sacrificed it at a place of 

death. His death on the Golgotha’s cross 

was the perfect atoning sacrifice to pay 

for the sins of all people. Just think of it! 

His perfect life counts for us! His holy 

blood shed on the cross pays for our sins! 
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We are now holy and innocent in God’s 

sight. All of our sins are forgiven. And 

because Jesus rose, death no longer has 

any sting for us. 

Friends, some would say everything I have 

just told you is a dream. They say that 

everything the Bible says about Jesus 

Christ is just a cleverly invented story. But 

let me assure you they’re wrong. Let me 

assure you that everything I have just told 

you is true. Let me assure that Jesus’ life, 

death and resurrection are all historical 

facts. Let me assure that forgiveness, life 

and salvation are all real blessings from a 

gracious God. But don’t take my word for 

it. Listen to God’s own Word spoken 

through his prophet: “Surely God is my 

salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. 

The LORD, the LORD himself, is my 

strength and my defense; he has become 

my salvation.” 

That’s the confession of a doomed sinner 

who looks to God alone for salvation. 

That’s the confession of a weak human 

being who knows that God alone can 

strengthen him for life’s battles. That’s the 

confession of a terrified man who knows 

that the Lord alone takes away fear. And, 

dear Christians, by God’s grace, that’s our 

confession too. What comfort is ours 

today! God has saved us through his Son! 

Of that we can be 100% certain. Because 

of that God is worthy of our highest 

thanks and praise. 

 III. Be certain that God is worthy of our 

praise 

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his 

name; make known among the 

nations what he has done, and proclaim 

that his name is exalted. 5 Sing to 

the LORD, for he has done glorious things; 

let this be known to all the world.6 Shout 

aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for 

great is the Holy One of Israel among 

you.”     

“Give praise to the Lord.” What exactly is 

praise? When we praise someone we talk 

about their admirable qualities, the good 

things they do, their accomplishments. 

 “My mom makes the best macaroni 

and cheese in the whole, wide 

world.” 

 “I want to commend our first 

responders who disregarded their 

own safety and rushed into danger 

to save others.” 

 “I can’t say enough good about 

Lisa’s Creations. The cake they 

provided for our wedding was both 

beautiful and delicious. Highly 

recommended.” 

Mom’s mac and cheese. Brave first 

responders. Lisa’s beautiful wedding 

cakes. All inspire words of praise, words of 

praise that are not spoken in secret, 

words of praise that are shared with 

anyone who will listen. 

God’s grace inspires our praise. It is our 

joy to share the greatness and grace of 

our God with anyone who will listen. To 

tell them, “God so loved the world,” and 

that means you too. To tell them, “The 

blood of Jesus purifies us from every 

sin,” and that includes your every sin. To 

tell them, “There is no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus” and that 
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includes you. God does not condemn you. 

He is filled with compassion for you. He 

welcomes you with open arms. Not even 

death can separate you from his love. 

I sure mom’s mac and cheese and Lisa’s 

cakes are delicious. Certainly those brave 

first responders have earned a hearty pat 

on the back. But is there anyone more 

worthy of praise and thanks, honor and 

glory, shouting and singing than our 

Savior-God? And is there any message 

more life-changing than the good news of 

his saving love? 

Death and taxes. Unless Jesus returns 

first, all of us are going to die. And all of us 

will probably have to pay taxes until we 

do. But isn’t it wonderful to know that 

with God, there is no probably. The God 

who is angry about sin sent his Son to 

save us. Because of the blood Jesus’ shed, 

we are forgiven. His empty tomb assures 

us that life is ours now and forever. These 

are not probabilities. These are absolute 

certainties. Praise God from whom all 

blessings flow! Amen. 

  

S.D.G. 


