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JOIN THE WISE MEN 

Matthew 2:1-12 | The Epiphany of Our Lord | January 4/7, 2018 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

Jesu Juva

Dear fellow worshipers of the Christchild, 

Who were the Magi? There’s a lot of 

misleading information out there. “We 

three kings of Orient are,” the old carol 

tells us. But we don’t know that there 

were three of them, they almost certainly 

weren’t kings, and when we usually think 

of the Orient we think of the Far East, not 

the Middle East. We don’t really know 

where they came from exactly. According 

to tradition the names of the wise men 

are Casper, Balthazar and Melchior. But 

those names are almost certainly just 

made-up. So we don’t know their names, 

their number or their nationality. Most 

likely they were scholar/astronomers from 

Babylon, who had learned about the 

Messiah from the Jews who had been 

exiled to their land. But all we know for 

sure is that they followed a star to 

worship the Christchild. 

Well, what about the star? What was it? 

Astronomers have long tried to find some 

explanation in the cosmic record for what 

the wise men saw. A comet? A 

supernova? Perhaps the lining up of 

Jupiter and Venus in their orbits? I 

remember once as a kid looking up at the 

starry sky in a planetarium as the narrator 

explained how the Magi followed a 

comet. But God doesn’t tell us in his Word 

exactly what that star was. If he thought 

we should know he would have told us. 

Since this star didn’t behave like any other 

heavenly body we know of, it’s probably 

safe to assume that it was a special 

creation of God, and not some natural 

phenomenon. But finally, we just don’t 

know. 

There’s a lot we don’t know about the 

wise men. Let us now give our attention 

to what we do know. These Magi were 

believers in the Lord Jesus who made 

seeking and worshipping him top priority 

in their lives. For that reason they are 

worthy of our attention and our imitation. 

The portion of God’s Word before us this 

morning (evening) encourages us to JOIN 

THE WISE MEN. We join them to do two 

things: (1) To seek our Savior-King, and (2) 

To give him our best worship. 

I. To Seek Our Savior-King 

Let me set the scene for you. It’s 

sometime after Jesus’ birth. Mary and 

Joseph are no longer in the barn. They 

have secured a house somewhere in 

Bethlehem. Perhaps Joseph has found 

some carpentry work to support his 

family. Meanwhile in Jerusalem, the Magi 

have arrived, and have begun asking 

questions about the newborn King. 

Matthew tells us that when King Herod 
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heard this he was disturbed, and all 

Jerusalem with him. 

Herod’s an interesting character. This is 

Herod the Great who was appointed king 

of Judea by the Roman Senate. In other 

words, he was a puppet of the Roman 

occupiers. Puppet or no, he was a bad 

guy. He makes some of the bad guys on 

TV look like sissies. In addition to the 

babies in Bethlehem he murdered his 

wife, his three sons, his mother-in-law, his 

brother-in-law, an uncle and many others. 

Just before he died he had a number of 

prominent and popular citizens of 

Jerusalem imprisoned. Then he gave an 

order: At the moment of his death they 

were to be executed. He knew that news 

of his death would bring rejoicing to the 

city. He did this to make sure the city 

would be in mourning when he died. The 

order was never carried out, but it’s no 

wonder that when Herod got upset, so did 

the people of Jerusalem. They knew 

violence and bloodshed were coming. 

The Magi probably didn’t know anything 

about all this. They just wanted to find the 

newborn King of the Jews. So they went 

to the logical place to find out: the Jewish 

capital and center of the Jewish religion. 

There they got the answer they needed: 

“In Bethlehem, in Judea.” That’s where 

they would find the new King. Herod gave 

them this information and sent them on 

their way with an innocent sounding 

request: “Go and search carefully for the 

child. As soon as you find him, report to 

me, so that I too may go and worship 

him.” Herod didn’t want to worship Jesus. 

He saw Jesus as a threat, and so he 

wanted him dead. 

You know, it’s interesting. Why didn’t 

Herod just have one of his spies follow the 

Magi? Why didn’t he send a detachment 

of soldiers along to “take care” of this new 

King straightaway? That would have been 

the natural, logical thing to do. The only 

explanation is that God’s hand was at 

work here. It was not yet time for Jesus to 

die. 

Well, the wise men did make a careful 

search for the child. In fact, they had been 

making a careful search for the child long 

before Herod told them to do so. They 

endured difficulty, distance and danger to 

find the Savior in whom they had put their 

trust. They sought him diligently. 

I wonder what the Magi would say if they 

could observe us. What would they think 

of our search for Jesus? Would they call it 

diligent? Or do we perhaps at times take 

our Savior for granted? On any given 

Sunday only about a third of Immanuel’s 

members are in his house worshipping 

him. Far fewer than that set aside the 

time for Bible study with their fellow 

believers. The pages of our Bibles are 

often crisp and clean from lack of use. 

Many of us can quote sports statistics like 

pros, we can discuss movie stars and 

musical artist in great detail, but couldn’t 

explain the basic doctrines of our faith. 

Isaiah tells us to seek the Lord while he 

may be found (55:6). Peter tells us to 

grow in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 

3:18). Sometimes the song of our hearts 

is, “Jesus loves me, this I know; and this is 
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all I want to know.” Far too often in our 

lives the Christchild sits in the corner 

unlooked for and underappreciated. 

When we are confronted by our sin and 

guilt like this, we need to remember who 

it was those wise men were seeking—the 

Savior of all people, both Jews and 

Gentiles. Like the Magi, we are Gentiles. 

Their names were Middle Eastern, ours 

are mostly European. But we share 

something. We have the same Savior. The 

little one they worshipped is none other 

than God himself in human flesh, born to 

save. And save he did. He saved us from 

our apathy by living diligently in our place. 

He saved us from our sins by shedding his 

holy blood to pay for them. He saved us 

from the death we deserve by rising on 

the third day. He did this for you and for 

me and for all. He did it for Jews and 

Gentiles. He did it for every man, woman 

and child in the world’s history. No 

wonder those Magi made such a careful 

search for him. No wonder they gave him 

such heartfelt worship.  

II. To Give Him Our Best Worship 

Our text describes the wise men’s worship 

for us: When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, they 

saw the child with his mother Mary, and 

they bowed down and worshiped 

him. Then they opened their treasures 

and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. 

They worshipped their Savior with great 

joy. Imagine the happiness that filled their 

hearts when they finally came over that 

last hill and could see the house of the 

King. Imagine their wonder as they gazed 

at a very normally looking little child held 

lovingly in the arms of his mother. But 

that normal looking little child is 

Immanuel, God with us. 

When they saw him, they bowed down 

and worshiped. Literally, they stretched 

out flat on their faces in humble awe and 

reverence. Imagine that: grown men 

bowing before a little child. These grown 

men knew they were not worthy even to 

be in that child’s presence, much less 

receive the awesome gifts of his grace. 

Then came the thankoffering. Our text 

uses the word treasures. They gave him 

their very best: gold fit for a king, incense 

and myrrh that are still used to make 

pricey perfumes today. They didn’t 

scramble for a few leftover coins in their 

pockets. Their gifts were planned and 

generous. 

So how does our worship stack up against 

theirs? It’s a painful comparison to make, 

isn’t it? They were overjoyed to worship 

their Savior. Often we’re overjoyed that 

the service is finally over. Their worship 

was marked by humility and reverence. 

We often sit in our pews thinking evil 

thoughts about our fellow worshipers, 

instead of being awed and humbled by 

God’s presence. They brought him their 

very best treasures. We often give him 

what’s left over after our bills have been 

paid and our recreation has been 

financed. That’s just at the once-a-week 

worship service. The worship we offer him 

on the rest of the week is often just as 

heartless and apathetic. 
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So where do we find our joy? Where do 

we find our reverence? Where do we find 

our generosity? We find it the same place 

the wise men did. In Jesus. We find it at 

the font where the Spirit worked faith in 

him and washed us clean of every sin. We 

find it on the communion table where he 

freely gives us the miraculous food of his 

true body and blood for pardon and 

peace. We find it in his Book where he 

tells us of his remarkable, undeserved 

love for us sinners. In these Means of 

Grace we find Jesus. In them we receive 

the forgiveness that Jesus himself won for 

us. In them we find reason to give him 

heartfelt praise. 

Why do we call them “wise” men? It’s not 

because they were scholars. It’s not 

because they were good at astronomy. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

wisdom (Psalm 111:10). These men 

feared the Lord. They trusted in their 

Savior. They focused their hearts and lives 

on him. They sought him diligently and 

worshipped him joyfully. That’s why we 

call them wise. My friends, imitate their 

wisdom. Amen. 

S.D.G. 

  

 


