
 
 
 

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 

 
   

I CHOSE YOU TO BEAR FRUIT 

Sixth Sunday of Easter | May 2 & 5, 2024 
 



2 
 

Welcome 
Thanks for being here!  We truly pray that today you find the warmth of our Christian 
hospitality, the powerful truth of God's Word and the peace-giving assurance of his 
promises.  If we can assist you in any way, please ask.  We hope you worship with us again!  
 

If Immanuel Is New to You: 

Relax.  At Immanuel, our worship is designed to praise God and enrich faith.  We aim to 
make the service clear and appropriately reverent.  For your convenience, the service 
is printed for you here as well as displayed on our screens. 

 

Bring the kids. Our congregation really loves and encourages the worshiping family! In 
fact, our worship will often include a children’s message with little ones in mind. If your 
children are acting up, please know it’s never a bother to our worship service. 
However, if you feel other worshipers could be distracted, parents who want to calm 
their restless child are invited to use our lobby area with screens so that you may 
continue your worship with us.  

 

Restrooms are located in the lobby, just to the right of the elevator. 
 

Make yourself at home.  You don’t have to rush off after the service today. Light 
refreshments are typically provided in our lobby after the 8:00 am service. If you are 
comfortable, feel free to follow up with one of our Pastors - we’d be honored if you 
would take the time to introduce yourself! 

 

Don’t feel obligated.  Our members give financial offerings to the Lord as an expression 
of thanks and praise for his amazing love. Please know that you are our guests and 
we’re simply happy you’ve come to hear about Jesus and his Word today. You’re not 
expected to give an offering; it’s your choice. 

 

Cell phones. To remove as many distractions as possible from worshiping God today, 
we kindly ask that you silence your phone before the service. 

  

Questions?  If you’d like to know more about our church  
or our beliefs, or have questions about our PreK thru 8th 
grade school, our pastors or principal would love to  
help. Feel free to contact them at any time (their contact 
info is included on the announcement insert). You may  
also browse the information counter in our lobby  
for magazines, brochures and devotional resources. 



3 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
The Service - Setting One (blue CW Hymnal p154) 

 

 
10:30am – Two Little Eyes Preschool 

Opening Hymn (Thurs & 8am Sun) – O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright              

            CW 780 
 

Stand 
 

Invocation                                                                        Ex 20:24b, Mt 28:19 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Confession                                                                               1 John 1:8-10 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and personal confession 
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Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                       Mark 10:47 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God                                                                            Luke 2:14 
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The Word 
 
Salutation                                                                                              Ruth 2:4, 2 Timothy 4:22 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day                                                                                   Philippians 4:6 

Let us pray. 
O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long 
for what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 
First Reading                                                                                             Acts 9:36-42 

36In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was 
always doing good and helping the poor. 37About that time she became sick and died, 
and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38Lydda was near Joppa; so 
when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged 
him, “Please come at once!” 
39Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All 
the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing 
that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 
40Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. 
Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and 
seeing Peter she sat up. 41He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he 
called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42This 
became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.                                                                                                Isaiah 55:10-11 
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Psalm of the Day – Love Enduring Evermore                               Psalm 89C 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Martin E. Leckebusch 
Tune: The Christian Lyre, 1831, ed. Joshua Leavitt 

Text: © 2001 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: License no. 130005001 
Tune: Public domain 
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Second Reading                                                                                     1 John 4:7-11,19-21      

7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear 
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
19We love because he first loved us. 20Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother 
or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 
seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21And he has given us this command: 
Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.                                                                                                  Romans 10:17 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                                            1 Corinthians 13:13 

 
 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  
But the greatest of these is love. 
  
Refrain 

 
Gospel                                                                                                                John 15:9-17 

9“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you keep 
my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your 
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joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are 
my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but 
I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will 
last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17This is my 
command: Love each other. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ!                                                                                          John 20:31 
 

Be seated 
 

Hymn of the Day – Son of God, Eternal Savior                  CW 729 

 
Sermon                                                                                                     John 15:9-17 

Jesus Has Chosen You! 
1. To forever live in his love 

2. To forever enjoy his friendship 
 

Stand 

 
Nicene Creed                                                                                                  Matthew 10:32-33 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
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ilutheran.org/imhere ilutheran.org/give 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became fully human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 
Prayer of the Church                                                                           1 Timothy 2:1-6 

 
Offering 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth 

and wisdom and strength 
and honor and glory and praise!” – Rev 6:12 
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The Sacrament 

 
Stand 

 
Preface                                                                                                 Lam 3:41, Lk 21:28, Col 3:1 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace 
and truth.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 
holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                  Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                          1 Corinthians 10:16 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to 
be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made 
all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands 
on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered 
us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, 
and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through 
him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer        Matthew 6:9-12 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
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 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 
Words of Institution                Mt 26:26-28, Lk 22:19-20, Mk 14:22-24, 1 Cor 11:23-29 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + 
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

 
O Christ, Lamb of God                                                                                                John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 
  



14 
 

 

God’s Word speaks of the spiritual blessings of this Sacrament (Mt. 26:28) and warns against the 
spiritual danger of being unprepared for this holy meal (1 Cor. 11:27-29). Because we deeply care 
about you and don’t want to see anyone’s faith harmed, we ask that if you have not studied with 
us or spoken with a pastor first, that you refrain from joining in the Sacrament today. We are not 
judging your love for Jesus but rather displaying loving caution for all involved. Please feel free 
to ask our pastors if you have questions. We are eager to listen and share over an open Bible. 
 

Distribution 

 

Distribution Hymn:   
Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice                                                                    CW 557 

 
Stand 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever.            Psalm 136  
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.         1 Corinthians 11:26 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given 
us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Blessing                                                                                                                Numbers 6:24-26 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
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Closing Hymn – Go, My Children, With My Blessing                                      CW 930 

 
 

 

 

 
Musicians:  Mary Hochmuth, Andrea Dolan 
Worship Leader: Pastor Paul Bowe 
Flowers: In celebration of Aaliyah Leicht’s 3rd Birthday 
 


